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Exploring New York City: Activities                         

While-viewing 1: Watch the video and complete the tasks. 
 
1. Tick () the right answer(s) and complete the speech bubble.  
 

a) New York City has … (?) different parts. 
 four    five    six     seven 
 
b) The different parts of New York City are called: 
 Manhattan    Kingston   Queens   Staten Island 
 State of Land   The Bronx   The Boxhall  Brooklyn   
 

c) How many per cent (%) of New Yorkers do not speak English at home? 
 10%   30%  50%  70%   90%  
 
d)   

 

 

2. Underline the seven fun activities the reporter explains in the video. 
 

 Yankee Stadium Broadway Superhero Shop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Boat trip Central Park Eating out 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Bryant Park The Subway: 34th Street Bronx Zoo 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYC is a _ ulti_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and _ _ n city!



 



  

 

m c  u   l    t   u   r   a  l f   u 

I ♥ NY 

name:    date: 
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My information book 

Activities in New York City   

in the U_ _ _ _ _ S_ _ _ _ _  

of A _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 

There are _ _ _ _ boroughs in New York City. 
 

 

five 

name:  

  date: 
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Talking about music 
Review the song “Let’s go to New York”. Use at least one sentence from each category 

below. 
– Talk about the kind of music you like and explain why. 
– Talk about the music of the song “Let’s go to New York”.  
– Talk about the singer. – Talk about the lyrics.  

Likes 
➔ I love / like / enjoy …   

rock music  /pop / grunge … ➔ I am crazy about… ➔ I guess I quite like… ➔ I am fond of… 

 

Dislikes 
➔ I hate / dislike / don’t like …  

the flute, …   ➔ I can’t stand …  
rock music  /pop / grunge … ➔ I am tired of … that same way of singing  the same chords love songs…  

 

Beyond the song 
➔ The song deals with  

love, being lovesick, heartbreak, political issues, violence, hopes and dreams, fears, family, friendship, the end of school, going abroad, being in New York after having done something great / bad / terrible, …  ➔ The song is written from a teenager’s / man’s / woman’s / traveller’s perspective because… 
➔ The writer talks about… but…  ➔ I don’t know what this passage means. Maybe… he / she… 

 

 

 

 

The instruments / the music 
➔ I can hear  

a guitar, drums, a bass guitar, a piano, a keyboard, clapping, two flutes, a choir, two people singing in harmony, … ➔ The song has 
a good catchy beat / a catchy tune / tremendous energy / no power because…  ➔ The music is  

upbeat, poppy, jazzy, warm, happy, vibrant, mellow, sad, lame, dry, dull, harsh, rough, shrill, off-key, … ➔ The guitar / bass guitar /…  plays a cool / catchy riff  ➔ At the beginning / In the middle / At the end  
the instruments play (something different), the singer sings more loudly / more calmly / more energetically, the bass guitar stops playing for a couple of bars. 

 

The singer 
➔ I like / I don’t like the words because…  ➔ I love / hate the way the band / the singer sings.  
➔ He / She / They sing/s with energy, power and passion.  
➔ He / She has got a good / sexy / interesting / weird / raspy / terrible / awful voice.  
➔ The way he / she / they sing/s reminds me of… 

 
 

name:  
  date: 
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Tennis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since Boris Becker and Steffi Graf retired, tennis has lost some of its popularity in Germany.  

But not in the U.S., especially not in New York. People in New York love tennis. New York organizes  

one of the four biggest tournaments of the year – The US Open. The other three are Wimbledon  

(in London), The French Open and The Australian Open. 

 
 
Dates 
The US Open always starts on the last Monday of 

August and ends on the second Sunday of 

September. So there are 14 days of professional 

tennis in New York every year.  

Competitions 
The tournament takes place in many different 

5 

competitions. In total, there are 13 different 

competitions. Men and women compete in singles 

(1 vs. 1), doubles (2 vs. 2), and in mixed doubles. 

This means that a man and a woman play against 

another pair. Additionally, there are several 
10 

competitions for juniors (under 18) and for legends 

(professional players from the past). 

Famous players 
Have you heard of Angelique Kerber? She is a 

professional German tennis player. She won the 

US Open in 2016, which earned her 3.5 million US 
15 

dollars, and became the world’s no. 1. Stan 

Wawrinka from Switzerland won the men’s final 

in 2016. The last American champion was Serena 

Williams. She won the women’s singles title in 

2013. 20 

 

Facts and figures 
In 2016, the tournament had over 500 participants, 

over 700,000 spectators and a total prize money of 

more than 43 million US dollars. In Flushing 

Meadows, the park in which the tournament takes 
25 

place, there are 19 courts. Three of them are proper 

tennis arenas. The biggest one is the Arthur Ashe 

Stadium with about 23,000 seats. It is the biggest 

tennis stadium in the world. If you have a seat in 

the last row, remember to bring some binoculars. 
30 

The Louis Armstrong Stadium seats about 10,000 

and the Grandstand Stadium 5,800 people. The 

other 16 courts seat between 100 and 1500 people. 

Tickets 
You have several ticket options. You can buy 

tickets for the big Arthur Ashe Stadium, where the 
35 

top players will play, or you can buy a ticket for 

the other courts, which are a bit cheaper. You also 

have the option between a day and an evening 

session. Bear in mind that the ticket prices vary 

widely between early-round sessions and the later 
40 

rounds. The cheapest tickets are about $50. US 

Open tickets are available online only. 

 

 

Great Britain’s Andy Murray during the third round of the US Open 2016 at the Arthur Ashe Stadium, New York.  
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You arrive at the Rockefeller Center 

in Midtown Manhattan. Suddenly a 

team of NBC reporters walks up to 

you. They want to interview some 

tourists for NBC News and ask you 

some questions.

Prepare an interview. One of you 

is the NBC reporter. The others are 

tourists. Use the Guideline for 

the NBC interview as help. Each 

tourist should be asked at least 

one question by the NBC reporter. 

Answer it as best as you can. 

You have got 10 minutes to practice 

the interview. Then act it out. 

You visit the cathedral and meet the 

priest: 

“Hello! How do you like St. Patrick’s so 

far? Do you want to know more about it? 

Here is a flyer – but, unfortunately, I spilled 

candle wax on it and now some words are 

missing. Anyway, I hope you can read it.”

Take a copy of the flyer Come and 

visit St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Fill in 

the gaps with the following words:

avenue, Cathedral, Catholic, high, 

opened, organ, people, process, 

skyscrapers, small, Sunday, towers.

Decide as a team. 

You enter Central Park and come 

across the Great Lawn – a perfect 

place for playing basketball. A 

group of teenagers is playing on 

the basketball court. When they 

notice you, they invite you to have a 

shooting contest. 

Take a basketball and go to the 

basketball court in your schoolyard. 

(If you do not have a basketball 

court, simply use a waste paper 

basket and a piece of crumpled 

paper in your classroom.) One after 

another throw the ball. Each player is 

allowed to shoot 3 times.

You arrive at Madison Square 

Garden. Alicia Keys is on stage. When 

you pass the main entrance, an 

official salesperson waves to you and 

gives you free tickets! 

Listen to Alicia Keys’ song  

Empire State of Mind. Then perform 

the rap part of the song: 

One hand in the air for the big city,

Street lights, big dreams all looking pretty

No place in the world that can compare

Put your lighters in the air, everybody say 

yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah

You have 10 minutes to practice.  

Then perform it. 

While you’re walking through Grand 

Central Station, you see a lot of the 

typical blue mail boxes. Suddenly 

you remember that you promised 

your parents to send them a 

postcard from New York. 

Take a postcard and write at least 5 

sentences. You could start like this: 

Dear parents, 

Greetings from NYC. Everything is so 

exciting here. We …

Don’t forget to write your parents’ 

address on the postcard!

After you have finished your task, 

read out your postcard to your team.

You enter the library and have a look 

around. Then the librarian comes up 

to you:

“Hi! You look clever – maybe you can help 

me. I’ve got these little texts. They are 

written in code but I can’t decode them. 

Could you help me?”

Take a copy of The New York Public 

Library needs help. Get together in 

groups of 3. Each group will decode 

one text.

Then read out your text to the 

other groups and answer the final 

question.

You finally reach the ferry to Liberty 

Island. The group ticket costs 30 

dollars. Do you have enough money 

to buy the ticket?

Yes? Congratulations! 

Take the ferry and meet your teacher 

on Liberty Island. 

No? It’s your lucky day! 

The ferryman offers you a deal. If 

you solve a couple of quiz questions 

on NYC, he will take you to Liberty 

Island for free. Take a copy of  

The Ferryman’s Quiz and show that 

you are an expert.

You are not sure if you have enough 

money for the ferry. So you decide 

to buy some shares and make more 

money on Wall Street. You meet an 

expert: 

“Hm … aren’t you a bit too young to buy 

shares? Well … if you can prove to me that 

you’re good with numbers, you can buy 

some shares. But be careful – it might be 

risky!”

Take a copy of Bingo on Wall Street 

and follow the instructions there. 

When you get to Columbus Park, 

you meet a group of Chinese people 

who are enjoying their day in the 

park. You watch them practicing Tai 

Chi and playing traditional Chinese 

instruments. After a while, an elderly 

Chinese lady invites you to play a 

game with her.

Play the Chinatown memory 

game that the masters will hand to 

you. Find out about six Chinatown 

attractions by matching the 

name / picture of the attraction with 

the description.
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master card

Central Park

master card

New York Public Library

master card

Chinatown

master card

St. Patrick’s Cathedral
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Grand Central Station

master card

Wall Street
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Chinatown memory4.8
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Cut out the squares and play a game of memory. Match the pictures with the correct text.

                      

a  They are a part of everyday  

Chinese life and offer visitors a 

great place to relax. You can try a 

huge variety of different teas and 

have a snack. 

b  It’s the Chinese word for small 

dishes. There are hundreds of  

different kinds, like meat, fish,  

vegetarian. You usually have it in 

the morning or in the early  

afternoon. 

c  Many Chinese people come to 

play cards or mahjong, a typically 

Chinese game, In this small but 

lively park. Fortune-tellers  

sometimes come here, too. 

d  Tourists as well as locals buy 

fresh fish and seafood at the  

market. You can also find a variety 

of dried food, like mushrooms or 

squid.

e  It’s the biggest holiday of the 

year and the most colorful  

celebration in Chinatown. Come 

and see the big street parade with 

hundreds of lion and dragon  

dancers, marching bands and  

acrobats.

f  This church has served as a 

place for Chinese immigrants for 

more than 200 years. Church 

services are held in English and 

Chinese.

1 Columbus Park

4 Chinese New Year

2 Church of Transfiguration

5 Tea House

3 Mott Street Fish and Food Market

6  Dim Sum
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c,
 2

f, 
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 5
a,

 6
b
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