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Ride of the Valkyries

Wagner's music featured in historical action 

movie The Valkyrie starring Tom Cruise

Wordbank 
Describing music

The music is / The music sounds 

a bit – quite – really – very

slow – fast – depressing – sad – aggressive – cool – amazing – good – terrible – boring 
– crazy – wild – light – dark – cold – warm – aggressive – relaxed – warlike – rough – 
violent – relaxed – happy – romantic – cheesy – vicious – powerful – loud – quiet  

Ride of the Valkyries
Masterpiece by Richard Wagner tops list of 
music not to listen to while driving

Ride of the Valkyries

Music by Richard Wagner tops list of 

“Perfect Music for Wedding Ceremonies”

Ride of the ValkyriesGerman composer Richard Wagner publishes 
new masterpiece 

Ride of the Valkyries

Music by Richard Wagner tops list of 

“Perfect Music for Wedding Ceremonies”

Ride of the Valkyries

Music from blockbuster Star Wars copied 

from Richard Wagner’s famous masterpiece

Ride of the ValkyriesRichard Wagner’s music tops list of “Greatest Soundtracks of all Time”

Ride of the ValkyriesGerman composer Richard Wagner publishes

Ride of the ValkyriesLast Ride of the Valkyries – Famous composer Richard Wagner dies in car accident
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a) inventor / CEO (Chief Executive Officer) of hardware start-up company

b) sales manager
c) vocal coach
d) PR (Public Relations) and marketing manager

1

2

3

4

Who works where? Match the pictures and the jobs.

Aerobics instructions

name: date:
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7

step touch

double step touch

grapevine

knee lift

v-step

march

School rap

Chorus
Back, back, back to school
get back to school.
Holidays are over, 
get out of the    pool   . 
Back, back, back to school, 
get back to school
Learning with your classmates is always super    cool   .

Verse 1
Jump up in the morning
school starts at eight.
You want to learn English but you don't want to be    late    .Run into assembly
all your friends are there.
Everybody wants
the best   chair    .

Chorus

Verse 2
Timetables tell you
which lesson comes next.
Better work hard
if you want to pass the   test    .You and your classmates 
make a real good   team   .
Together lunch is fun
in the school canteen.

Chorus

name:

date:
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Wordbox
chair   *   cool   *   late   *   play   *   pool   *   run    *   team   *   test

Verse 3
Mathematics, plus and minus, number games are fun.
Science is like magic,
PE makes you    run   .
History's no mystery,
last lesson for today
Take the bus, ride your bike,walk back home and    play   .
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An article

“The car is the only place in 

the world you can die just 

because you’re listening to 

the wrong kind of music.” 

(Dr. Warren Brodsky – Ben-

Gurion University in Israel)

LONDON. Most people believe 

that listening to music in the car 

is bene� cial to concentration. 

New research studies show that 

they are wrong. If you listen 

to certain songs or musical 

compositions while driving, you 

could be facing disaster. And the 

No. 1 tune to avoid is classical 

music: Richard Wagner’s “Ride 

of the Valkyries”. Wagner’s 

powerful music earned the top 

spot because it’s too loud and 

the tempo is too fast. You might 

be tempted to match your speed 

to the beat. The second most 

dangerous tune was “Dies Irae” 

by Italian composer Guiseppe 

Verdi. When Wagner and Verdi 

wrote their music in the 19th 

century, cars hadn’t even been 

invented. Nevertheless, their 

music is considered a de� nite 

no-no for drivers!

Research studies on task 

performance and music

In a Canadian study, participants 

between the ages of 16 and 22 

who were new drivers carried 

out tasks while listening to 

loud music varying from 53 

decibels (equivalent to an of� ce 

environment) to 95 decibels 

(equivalent to a drilling machine 

or jackhammer). Researchers 

foundthat people took up to 20 % 

longer to perform physical and 

mental tasks if accompanied by  

loud music. “If motorists were 

delayed that long at the wheel 

they might suffer a fatal crash,” 

one of the researchers warned. 

Researchers in Israel sent 85 

young drivers on 40-minute 

road trips with an instructor 

in a driving school car. While 

listening to loud and fast music, 

72 percent of the participants 

had to be assisted with steering 

or braking in order to avoid a 

collision. 98 percent of the 

drivers made an average of 

three serious  mistakes, such 

as speeding, tailgating, careless 

lane switching, and one-handed 

driving. Earlier research by the 

RAC Foundation, a British 

motoring organisation, found 

drivers twice as likely to skip a 

red light while listening to loud 

and fast music. 

Surprisingly, the researchers 

also found that 80 percent of 

participants still made an average 

of two mistakes when driving 

with no music at all. But when 

listening to softer music, errors 

became 20 percent less likely. 

Music with a tempo aligned with 

the natural heartbeat is proven 

not to in� uence reaction time. 

“In general, if music is above 

60 beats per minute, listeners 

experience a faster heart rate 

and increased blood pressure,” 

psychologist Conrad King said, 

“Most drivers like to listen to 

music when driving and those 

between the ages of 16 and 

25 tend to play this highly 

energetic, fast-paced music very 

loudly – approximately 120 to 

130 decibels. It doesn’t matter 

if you listen to opera, classical 

or the latest rave music. It's the 

speed of the beat and the volume 

that matters. 

So: Think twice before 

choosing your driving 

music!!

Wagner's Ride of the Valkyries tops list of music not to listen to in the carListen and DrIvE
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date:
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The top-five list to avoid 

while driving:

1. Ride of the Valkyries by 

Richard Wagner

2. Dies Irae by Guiseppe 

Verdi 

3. Firestarter by the Prodigy

4. Red Alert by Basement 

Jaxx 
5. Insomnia by Faithless

34
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Music jobs – Simone (Managing Director / Public Relations & Marketing Manager) 1

Her smart business outfi t 
belies the fact that Simone 
works in the music industry. 
Simone’s workplace is her 
offi ce and the rest of the world. 
Simone works for international 
clients, some of them are top 
stars of classical music such 
as Cecilia Bartoli or Lang Lang. 
Communication devices of all 
sorts are for Simone’s work, 
mainly her mobile phone, but 
also everything from e-mail to 
the good old fax machine. So 
what exactly does it mean to be 
a Managing Director in the music 
industry?
The PS in the company name 
PS Music stands for Peggy and 
Simone. The two women met 
in 2004 when they were both 
working for Universal Music, and 
in 2010 decided to start their own 
business with great success. PS Music is a music agency and it provides 
artists, orchestras, foundations, festivals and other organizations with creative communication strategies tailored to their needs. The agency is located in Berlin and advises its international clients in the following four areas:  

1. Artists’ publicity and media relations, which means consulting on and organizing all press and media work. From setting 
up interviews for newspapers and radio to negotiating documentaries of artists for TV, arranging photo sessions and running social media campaigns. 

2. Strategic marketing (Marketing 
Consulting), i.e. conceptualising all 
marketing materials for a project and 

setting. And setting up a plan for how 
to execute it. For example, creating and 
overseeing the production of posters, 
cinema spots, radio spots and all visual 
material, plus � nding media partners and potential sponsors for the Waldbühnen 
concert with the West Eastern Divan 
Orchestra and Daniel Barenboim.

Task sheet word twins

Find as many word twins as possible. Circle the words that come up twice.

Listening to no music.

Number of correct results:

Listening to slow music.

Number of correct results:

Listening to "Dies Irae" by Giuseppe Verdi.

Number of correct results:

26
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car – name – soup – school – family –  street – hobby – piano – shirt – orange – 
tennis – grass – bed – elephant – room – biology – ice cream – street – leg – car – 
ruler – presentation – kiss – beach – cinema – money – smartphone – teenager –  
pancake – hockey – soup – supermarket – chair – elephant – test – city – orange

shoe – couch – bike – friend – maths –  boat – paper – sea – ball – uncle – dog 
– zoo – bridge – camera – book – kid – head – egg – boat – shoe – swimming  – 
cookie – picture – window – skateboard – soap – person – ball – message – book 
– fruit – secret – classmate – friend – date – argument – time

kitchen – train – rubber – ocean – house –  father – cat – town – tower – history – 
teacher – playground – pool – chocolate – train – rugby – page – exam – jeans  – 
kitchen – pool – arm – banana – mountain – tip – train – history – chocolate – fact 
– brown – kitchen – fi lm – people – morning – walk – group – banana

name:

date:
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Role cards

You are going to create a role card for a fi cticious person. 

You can look at the example for help.

Create a role card like this. Invent a person and be creative.

Example:

Name: 

On his/her playlist:

Dislikes:

As a kid:

Plays:
Wants to learn:

Sings songs:

Video clip:

My country:

(Grand)parents:

On a normal day:

Samuel Watson

heavy metal music

pop music

sang funny songs in kindergarten

the drums

the guitar

never, can’t sing

live concerts on youTube by Metallica 

Scotland; doesn’t like folk music but thinks bagpipes 

are cool

grandpa: AC/DC

listens to music for 5 hours!

Name: 
On my playlist:

Dislikes:
As a kid:
Plays:
Wants to learn:

Sings songs:

Video clip:
My country:

(Grand)parents:

On a normal day:

34
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Talk about 
instruments you 

(would like to) 
play.

Talk about
your musical 

dislikes.

Talk about
your favourite 
music stars.

Talk about
going to see 
live music/
concerts.

Start

Talk about 
heavy metal.

ACTION:
Sing Happy 
Birthday.

Talking about music 
       GAME MUSIC MILE          Let’s practice

Have you ever 
listened to …?

Can you tell me 
more about …?

Do you 
sometimes …?What do you 

think of …?
fo

to
lia
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ae

xi
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Talk 
about 
cool 

music 
videos.

Talk about 
music on TV 

advertisements.

Talk about the 
best music 

lessons at school.

ACTION:
Sing a 
song 

by The 
Beatles.

ACTION:
Sing an
English 

children’s 
song.

ACTION:
Rap the “ABC”
 in English.

Talk aboutyour favourite bands.

Talk about
how much 

time you spend 
listening to 

music.
THE END

Count your 
points!

Talk about 
classical music / 

composers.

ACTION:
Do a

moonwalk.

Talk aboutwhere you listen to 
music.

Game instructions:
1. For 3 – 4 players: Place your counters at the starting point and prepare score cards as shown in the example.2. Take turns flipping a coin.
 Move forward one square for “tails” and two for “heads”. 

3. If you land on the topic card: Talk to the person on your right about the topic for 60 seconds. The person on your left checks the time and gives you points: 2 = good, 1 = OK, 0 = bad. 4. If you land on an action card, you must carry out that action.  The person on your left gives you points for your action: 2 = good, 1 = OK, 0 = bad.
5. The game ends when the first player gets to the finishing point. The winner is the player with the most points.  

Talking about music 
       GAME MUSIC MILE          Let’s practice

Talk about
music from 

other 
countries.

Score Card
Name: 
Points: 
 
 
 
 
Total: 
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