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Harpreet Singh

1. What do you think?

 how old is harpreet? Where does he live?

 Who are the other people in the picture?

 What else would you like to know about him?

 
 Make some notes on an extra piece of paper.

2. Where does he live?  

have a look at the map. Where is the area that harpreet lives in?

Greater
London

Southall

Thames

Ealing

Hillingdon

Hounslow

West-
minster

Southwark

HackneyIslington
Camden

Lambeth

Tower
Hamlets

city 
centre
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Ellis Island: Gateway to a new life? 
Leaving your home, your friends, your relatives and go to another country to start all  over again is a big step to take. Everyone who entered the USA through the Ellis Island Immigration 
Station had taken that step. Can you imagine their reasons, hopes, wishes and feelings? 
1. Look at the pictures. Choose one and finish the sentences.

I chose picture number

i can see

i can hear

i feel

i think

i believe

2. Put up the pictures and sentences in your classroom.

1
2

3
4

Match the texts with the pictures in Notes from Ellis Island. You can listen to the texts again. 
B  C 
B  C 
B  C 

Read the texts. Did you match the texts and pictures correctly? compare with a partner.
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Love and partnership: A survey

Love works differently in different cultures. Find out what people 

in your class think about love and partnership. You do not have 

to write your name on the survey sheet, so all your answers will 

stay confidential.

Read the sentences carefully and tick the boxes. 

1. having a partner is really important for me. Yes  no  not sure 

2. i would like to be married when i’m 30. 
Yes  no  not sure 

3.  i think everyone should gain some 
Yes  no  not sure 

 experience before settling down.

4. People should get married before they have sex. Yes  no  not sure 

5. You should be married when you have children. Yes  no  not sure 

6. i feel incomplete when i’m not in a relationship. Yes  no  not sure 

7. i’d rather be alone than with someone 
Yes  no  not sure 

 i don’t really love.

8. You should only marry when you’re  
Yes  no  not sure  

 very much in love with someone.

9. relationships work better for people  
Yes  no  not sure  

 who have similar backgrounds.

10. it’s a good idea to get married because  
Yes  no  not sure  

 you can save on tax.

11.  People shouldn’t get married before 
Yes  no  not sure 

 they are 25. 

12. You should know your partner for about 3 months  1 year  3 years 

before you get married. 
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Describing the picture 

1. Describe the picture in a few sentences. What objects are in the picture? 
What do the people look like? Describe the people’s clothes, looks, …

 

 

 

 

2. look at the picture again. Tick  the sentence ending you think is right.
 i think the people in the picture are …
  traditional  modern   traditional and modern
  indian   european   neither indian nor european The style of the room they are sitting in can be described as …  a typical indian style   a modern style found in many places

  a mixture of indian and modern style

3. Write your opinion. 
 “The scenes from the film show that arranged marriages are only practised by very  

traditional, old-fashioned Indian families.”
 
 Do you agree with this statement?  Write about 60 words on an extra piece of paper. 

Picture 1

45
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For me Diwali is like  

christmas – we have candles and 

colourful lights, we get presents 

and we eat sweets.
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in my free time i like to  
play cricket. This is my favourite sport. 
We have many cricket fields in southall 
because most young people here love 
this sport. cricket is a team sport. Two 

teams play against each other.  
You have a bat and a ball and one player 

has to hit the ball and run around the 
field. The other team tries  

to catch it.  
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i meet friends, we eat  
together and we pray and  

meditate. Everybody who comes to the 
temple gets food for free.  

i belong to the sikh religion, a faith that 
started in india. We believe in one God 
and that we should respect each other 

and work for peace  

in the world.  
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southall is a district in london  

where many people live who came 

here from india or Pakistan many 

years ago. now, let me show you 

my london.
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Vegetable curry with  

naan and rice.
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Hello, my name is  

Harpreet singh.  

i am 11 years old and  

i’ve lived all my  

life in london.
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Steps to take when arranging a marriage

In India almost all marriages are arranged. That means that the families of a man and a 
woman who both want to get married negotiate the terms. Only after certain things are 
sorted out, do the potential partners actually meet face to face.

2. Think about the couple in the film. At which step are they? 
 Give reasons for your answer. 

1. Read the text.

Steps to take when arranging a marriage

1. Announcement of interest and availability: The parents announce that 
their son or daughter is willing to get married. At this point a professional 
matchmaker is often employed who then presents suitable candidates.

2. Match criteria: Some points are more important than others when looking 
for a suitable partner. In India religion, caste, profession (job), physical 
fi tness and horoscopes play a role when looking for the perfect match.

3. Checking the other’s background: When a candidate is found, families often 
not only rely on the matchmaker’s reference but also check themselves to 
make sure that he or she comes from a respectable family, has a good job, 
enough money etc.

4. Exchanging pictures: Now pictures and / or videos are exchanged. If both 
sides like what they see, they fi x a face to face meeting.

5. Interviews: The partners meet – sometimes just the two of them, sometimes 
with their parents – and talk to each other. These interviews are called 
“darshan”. The partners try to fi nd out whether they can imagine spending 
the rest of their lives with each other.

6. Dowry and contract negotiations: The families discuss the logistics of the 
marriage and money. Who pays how much for the wedding? The dowry? 
Where is the couple going to live? etc.

7. Engagement: When everything is agreed on, the couple share sweets to 
announce their engagement. Sometimes called “eating of the sugar” this 
marks the end of the arranging period.
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Illegal immigration: A police report

Many illegal immigrants are caught by the police and sent back to their home countries. 
Before they are deported, police question them and record their answers in a police report like this.

1. Look at the report and the answers. 2. Match questions and answers.

name:  Age:  

Sex:  Male  Female  Origin:  

number of attempts:  

Amount of cash found on person:  

Address of parent or legal guardian:  caught before on:  

 

Reason for border violation: 

Deported to:     On (date): 12/5/2012

Signed 

3. Read Felipe’s written statement. What were the stations of his journey?

4. Tell your class about Felipe.

Felipe  – 17 – X – Santa Ana in el Salvador – parents somewhere in the USA, large family in 
Santa Ana in el Salvador – 2 – 05/11/2010 – grandmother who had cared for him died, didn’t 
want to be a burden to rest of family – $14.80 – Santa Ana in el Salvador

Felipe 17

2

$ 14.80

Santa Ana,

El Salvador

Parents somewhere in USA,

large family in Santa Ana in El Salvador

05 / 11 / 2010

Grandmother who had cared for him died, didn`t want to be 

a burden for rest of the family

Santa Ana, El Salvador

5

10

I come from Santa Ana in El Salvador. My parents went to the USA a couple 
of years ago. They left me with my grandmother. After she died I did not 
want to stay with my family in  Santa Ana. They’ve got enough people to 
feed anyway. When I tried to cross the border the fi rst time, my parents paid a 
smuggler. But he just took the money and left me near the border. I got caught 
by border police and was sent back. That was two years ago. I was hoping that 
my parents would fi nd another way to bring me to the US. But they didn’t. 
So I decided to try again. I’ve ridden on freight trains with a lot of other 
immigrants. I’ve been robbed twice on my way so I had to stop on the way and 
try to make some money. It’s diffi cult to fi nd work where they pay you. They 
know that you’re illegal and that they can do almost anything to you. Right 
now I’m almost looking forward to getting back to my family in Santa Ana.
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Ali’s race

1. At his school Ali sees a poster.  
Has he found the solution to their problem? 

2. What is Ali going to do? Work with a partner and make some notes.

 

 

3. Compare your notes in class.  
What do you think is really going to happen?

 

 

4. Watch the end of the film. Were you right?

 

 

LONG DISTANCE RUN
Boys of all ages are invited to compete 

Get registered at your school –  
your Pe teacher will tell you the details.

1st prize 
2 weeks at a holiday camp  
and a set of sport suits 

2nd prize
2 weeks at a holiday camp and  
school supplies 

3rd prize 
1 week at a holiday camp and  
a pair of sneakers 
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