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RHAPSODY IN BLUE  

How do you feel? 

1. Close your eyes and listen. 

2. Try to remember your feelings while listening. Write down adjectives for your feelings in 
the different situations. You can use a dictionary. 

 

Situation How I feel 

I receive the invitation to the show.  

I have to practise every day.  

I wake up late for the show.  

I arrive at the studio.  

I go on stage and a lot of people are looking 
at me. 

 

I have to start my performance and I want to 
do my best. 

 

I bow to the jury and the audience and I hear 
their applause. 

 

 

3. Compare your notes with a partner. 

4. Collect your adjectives in class. Make a word web. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Circle adjectives for positive feelings in red and adjectives for negative feelings in blue. 

adjectives for 
feelings 

332
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RHAPSODY IN BLUE 

Mood bingo 

 Choose adjectives from your word web on worksheet 1.  
Write one adjective in each square. 

 Your teacher will mime different feelings.  
Your class says the adjectives for the feelings. 
If a correct word is on your bingo card, circle it.  

 Shout “Bingo!” if you have a horizontal, 
vertical or diagonal row.  
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Benjamin is practising the 
piano for a big concert.

Benjamin is sitting in 
a diner. Suddenly he 
remembers that he has  
a concert tonight.

Benjamin is rushing to the 
subway. He has to get to 
the concert hall in time.

When he arrives at the 
concert hall, the doorman 
doesn’t let him in at first.

There are many people in 
the foyer and they all want 
autographs. But Benjamin 
doesn’t have time!

Finally Benjamin comes on 
stage. All the musicians are 
angry with him because he 
is so late.

Benjamin starts playing and 
forgets everything around 
him.

The concert is a great 
success. The audience 
applauds loudly for several 
minutes.

Scenes from “Rhapsody in Blue”

Differenzierungsmaterial

I’m so tired, but I can’t 
go to bed yet. I have to 
practise.

Oh no, my concert is 
tonight! I have to go to 
the concert hall! 

Will I get there in time? 
Oh, I can’t believe I’m 
so late!

Please let me in! I’m the 
pianist tonight.

Erm, I’m awfully sorry, 
but I don’t have time 
right now. I can sign 
autographs after the 
concert.

Sorry, guys, I know I’m 
late! But we can start 
now.

Oh, this music is so 
wonderful. I love playing 
it!

Thank you, everyone! 
I feel honoured to be 
here and play for you.

✂
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THE NEW WORLD 

The first encounter 

1. Watch the scene about the first encounter between some Native Americans and a group 
of British settlers (0:09:05 – 0:10:28). Then answer the questions. Use a dictionary. 

a) What are the Native Americans wearing? Lösungsmöglichkeiten: 

The men are wearing leather loincloths and necklaces. Pocahontas is wearing a leather dress. 

b) What are the settlers wearing? 

Most of them  are wearing trousers, shirts and hats. Some are wearing armour. 

c) What is the first thing the leader of the native group does when he has reached the settlers? 

He has a smell of one of the British men. (He does not seem to like his smell.) 

d) How do the other native people behave? 

They grab at the British people’s hair, beards and clothes. Some make loud sounds. 

e) How do you think the natives and the British feel about each other? 

Both the natives and the British seem to find each other really strange. People in both groups  

appear confused and alert, but also curious. 

2. Native Americans were not familiar with a lot of the things that the British people brought 
with them. Work with a partner. Look at these stills and identify such objects. Circle them 
and write the words for them next to the stills. Use a dictionary. 
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THE NEW WORLD 

Predictions about the film (B)  

1. Look at the film poster and read the customer reviews from the website of an Internet  
retailer. Look up any new words. 

 

 

Dylan Jenkins 
 
This award-winning film is inspired by the story of  
Captain John Smith and Pocahontas, which has been 
told many times, but never like this. It is the best  
historical romance I have seen in years – completely  
different, for instance, from Disney’s clichéd love story. 
You might be in for a surprise! 
 
Margarita Gonzalez 
 
I liked the way the film shows the culture clash between 
the British colonists and the Native Americans, who  
refused to give up the land they had owned for ages. You 
learn how difficult it is to understand each other when you 
do not share the same background or language. It is all 
too natural that this led to massive conflicts. The film also 
gives you an idea of North America in the early 17th  
century. The violent battle scenes with guns, spears, 
tomahawks and explosives seemed realistic to me. They 
contrast with the poetic passages, which are beautiful, 
but sometimes also a bit too long. 

2. Take notes in the table. 
 

Who are the  
characters? 

 

Where does the 
action take place? 

 

When does it take 
place? 

 

What happens in 
the film and why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Compare your notes with a partner. If necessary, add to them or correct them. 

4. Share your results in class. 

5. Are you looking forward to watching the film? Say why or why not. 22 2322
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DUSTIN 

Details in the first scene 

1. Watch the first part of the film (0:00–1:30) 

2. Read the sentences and tick the right answers. Often more than one answer is correct. 
 
 1. The title of the film is …     2. It is a film about … 

 Dover.      parents at home.  

 Disney.      a pet at school.  

 Dustin.      a dog and a cat.  

 Dublin.      a dog and a dust robot.  
 
 3. The film is …     4. The film takes place … 

 animated.      in the past.  

 with real people.      in the present.  

 with clay models.      in the future.  

 with real animals.      in the present and the future.  
 
 5. In the living room you can see …     6. It is … 

 pictures of a happy dog.      very early in the morning.  

 bright and warm light.      around noon.  

 a feeding bowl.      eight o’clock in the evening.  

 a present.      midnight.  
 
 7. There are …     8. The dog … 

 two children.      is waiting for food.  

 two women.      is running around.  

 a man and a woman.      is sleeping.  

 two men.      is sitting in his basket.  
 
 9. When the dog first sees the robot, he is …    10. The dog’s name is … 

 happy.       Donald.  

 surprised.      Denver.  

 disappointed.      Dustin.  

 angry.       Dribbler.  
 
11. The robot’s name is …    12. The robot … 

 DO-NALD 3000.      is starting its engine.  

 DEN-VER 3000.      is looking at the dog.  

 DUST-IN 3000.      is checking the functions.  

 DRIB-BLER 3000.      is moving around.  
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RHAPSODY IN BLUE 

How to deal with challenges 

1. There are situations that scare us or make us nervous. We call these situations  
“challenges”. 

Benjamin said in an interview: “Challenges let you grow. It’s normal to be afraid and 
stressed sometimes, but your hard work will pay out in the end!” 

What are some challenges in your own life? Make notes. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Compare your notes with a partner. 

3. How can you deal with challenges? What can you do to feel better in difficult situations? 
Collect ideas with your partner and make notes. You can use a dictionary. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Compare your ideas in class. 

5. Add new ideas that you find helpful to your list. 

6. Circle your three favourite tips. Try to remember them the next time you have to deal with 
a personal challenge. 

99
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8 Karten (DIN A5)
Phubbing

Film genres

Film genres (A)

romance adventure fi lm

science fi ction fi lm fantasy fi lm

comedy drama

animated fi lm western
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Film genres (B)

mystery thriller

action fi lm horror fi lm

musical documentary

superhero fi lm war fi lm
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How to work with Etherpad (teacher)

Funktion
	 Webbasierter Texteditor zum kollaborativen 

Schreiben

Einsatzmöglichkeiten im Unterricht
	 Brainstorming: Wortschatz oder Ideen zu 

einem Thema sammeln
	 Texte oder Textbausteine gemeinsam verfas­

sen und überarbeiten
	 Präsentationen in der Gruppe vorbereiten

Ablauf
	 Die Lehrkraft erstellt Dokumentvorlagen für jede Gruppe 

(am besten über Google Chrome oder Firefox) und lei­
tet den Link an die jeweiligen Teams weiter. Wenn sie die 
Codenamen für die Lernenden vergibt, kann sie deren Bei­
träge leicht zuordnen; alternativ wählen die Schülerinnen 
und Schüler selbst Pseudonyme.
	 Jedes Gruppenmitglied legt eine eigene Farbe fest und 

kann unabhängig von Zeit und Ort in das Dokument 
schreiben. 

	 Im Chat können die Lernenden über Ideen und Textbau­
steine diskutieren. 
	 Andere Dateien lassen sich importieren und das Dokument 

kann in unterschiedlichen Formaten exportiert werden, bei­
spielsweise als PDF oder in Microsoft Word.
	 Die Lehrkraft kann sich jederzeit einen Überblick über den 

Arbeitsstand in den Teams machen und hat die Möglich­
keit, über den Chat Impulse einzubringen. 

https://etherpad.org

How to work with Etherpad (students)

How to use
	You can use Etherpad to collect words or 

brainstorm ideas for tasks and projects.
	You can also use this digital tool to write 

texts in a group. You can all work on the same 
document at the same time.

What to do
	Your teacher will prepare the document 

and send your group a link.
	Get together in your group and choose 

a colour and a code name each. (Perhaps
your teacher will give you code names before­
hand.)

	Start working. Write words, chunks, sentences or questions 
into the document.

	You can add to the other group members’ texts or edit them.
	If you work on a document in different places, it is practi­

cal  to use the chat function to exchange ideas.
	You can import files and you can export the document in 

different formats such as PDF or Microsoft Word.

	Etherpad can be used at any time and place – all you need 
is Internet access and the link to get in. 

	The documents are safe. When you close them, they will 
stay there as long as you need them. 

	Save your code to get back in.

https://etherpad.org

Cue card

Cue card
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How to work with Etherpad (teacher)

Funktion
	 Webbasierter Texteditor zum kollaborativen 

Schreiben

Einsatzmöglichkeiten im Unterricht
	 Brainstorming: Wortschatz oder Ideen zu 

einem Thema sammeln
	 Texte oder Textbausteine gemeinsam verfas­

sen und überarbeiten
	 Präsentationen in der Gruppe vorbereiten

Ablauf
	 Die Lehrkraft erstellt Dokumentvorlagen für jede Gruppe 

(am besten über Google Chrome oder Firefox) und lei­
tet den Link an die jeweiligen Teams weiter. Wenn sie die 
Codenamen für die Lernenden vergibt, kann sie deren Bei­
träge leicht zuordnen; alternativ wählen die Schülerinnen 
und Schüler selbst Pseudonyme.
	 Jedes Gruppenmitglied legt eine eigene Farbe fest und 

kann unabhängig von Zeit und Ort in das Dokument 
schreiben. 

	 Im Chat können die Lernenden über Ideen und Textbau­
steine diskutieren. 
	 Andere Dateien lassen sich importieren und das Dokument 

kann in unterschiedlichen Formaten exportiert werden, bei­
spielsweise als PDF oder in Microsoft Word.
	 Die Lehrkraft kann sich jederzeit einen Überblick über den 

Arbeitsstand in den Teams machen und hat die Möglich­
keit, über den Chat Impulse einzubringen. 

https://etherpad.org

How to work with Etherpad (students)

How to use
	You can use Etherpad to collect words or 

brainstorm ideas for tasks and projects.
	You can also use this digital tool to write 

texts in a group. You can all work on the same 
document at the same time.

What to do
	Your teacher will prepare the document 

and send your group a link.
	Get together in your group and choose 

a colour and a code name each. (Perhaps
your teacher will give you code names before­
hand.)

	Start working. Write words, chunks, sentences or questions 
into the document.

	You can add to the other group members’ texts or edit them.
	If you work on a document in different places, it is practi­

cal  to use the chat function to exchange ideas.
	You can import files and you can export the document in 

different formats such as PDF or Microsoft Word.

	Etherpad can be used at any time and place – all you need 
is Internet access and the link to get in. 

	The documents are safe. When you close them, they will 
stay there as long as you need them. 

	Save your code to get back in.

https://etherpad.org
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Poster (DIN A1)
How to talk about films

Personality
He / She is …
adventurous    extroverted
aggressive    imaginative
confident     introverted
creative     patient
determined    tolerant

He / She seems to be …
easy­going    sensitive
open­minded    serious
responsible    shy
self­conscious   sociable
selfish      thoughtful

Music and sound effects
The background music is used to …
The music is gentle / subtle / dramatic / 

overwhelming / …
The music matches …
The music supports the plot because …
The music evokes strong feelings.
The music is used to emphasize / intensify 

the cheerful / sombre / … atmosphere.
The sound effects contribute to …
Some sound effects disturb …
The sound effects help to create an 

atmosphere of …
Silence is used at times when …

My reactions
The film made me happy / sad / …
It made me laugh / cry / …
I enjoyed watching the film because …
The film was (not) what I expected.
It was exciting / hilarious / scary / boring / …
The actors did a great job.
Especially the scenes where … were 

really convincing because …
The film is worth watching because …
All in all, I think the film is really funny /  

very moving / absolutely fantastic / …
It is one of the best / worst / funniest / … 

films I have seen in the last few years.

Behaviour and attitudes
He appears to be …
Her behaviour suggests that …
His main features are …
From the way the characters act you can 

assume that …
His facial expression shows how happy /  

sad / scared / nervous / … he is.
Her body language expresses joy / anger /  

self­confidence / nervousness / …
His reactions reflect his feelings about …
Her attitude towards … demonstrates …
His character is revealed by his words / 

interactions with / …

Atmosphere / Mood
The film’s mood is sad / cheerful / …
… evokes a sombre atmosphere. 
The bright / dark colours create an 

atmosphere of …
The soft lighting matches the romantic /  

emotional scenes. 
The hard lighting has a dramatic effect.
The setting creates a melancholic /  

scary / gloomy / … mood.
The dark shadows in the scene convey 

a dangerous atmosphere.
The lighting, the colours and the music 

create an overall atmosphere of …

My expectations
I think / guess the film is about …
The story might take place in …
I can imagine that the plot is …
The main character could be …
Perhaps there are some special effects 

in the film.
I assume the story is funny / exciting / … 

because …
It is possible that …
The film title suggests / indicates that …
Looking at the stills, I reckon that the 

film …
The film poster makes me think of …
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Action
The action is amusing / confusing / 

dramatic / exciting / realistic / thrilling / …
In the first / the final scene …
The scene arouses curiosity because …
The plot is full of tension because …
Suspense is created by … 
The story reaches a climax when …
There are some unexpected plot twists.
One of the most surprising moments 

in the film occurs when ...
One of the most powerful scenes 

shows how … / is when …
There is a surprise ending in which …

Setting and time
The film is set in a small town / in Britain / 

in different places / …
The story takes place in the late 20th 

century / in the future …
The story unfolds in …
Smalltown America / A village in India / … 

provides the setting for …
The opening / closing sequences are set in …
London, Dubai and eventually Beijing are the 

scenes of action of the film …
The story takes place in various settings 

and spans different time periods, but 
the primary setting is …

Describing characters

Analysing effects
Expressing personal ideas about films

   How to talk about films
Describing the plot
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