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LESSONS TO GO
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ANIMALS AROUND THE WORLD 

Animals in Africa  

1. Highlight pieces of information for the animals on “your” continent. 
 What do your animals look like?  
 How do they live? 
 Other interesting information. 

Use three different colours.      
 
Africa is home to many interesting and different species. Antelopes are part of the cow 

family of animals and can have different sizes – from 180 cm tall to just 30 cm. Those 

light-brown mammals eat plants like grass and seeds and live in large groups called herds. 

Antelopes are quick at running, with speeds of up to 70km/h.    

Hippopotamuses – or hippos – are the third largest land mammals, but they live most of 

their lives in rivers or lakes. They eat grass, fruits etc. They are one of the most dangerous 

animals in Africa. Although those grey giants are very big, they can run faster than 

humans can. Their closest relatives are whales and dolphins. 

When you think of zebras, you immediately think of black and white stripes and long 

legs. Zebras are related to donkeys and horses. They live in large groups of up to 1000 

zebras and sleep standing up. They can run up to 57km/h and a baby can run just one hour 

after being born.  

And of course you know African elephants. Those grey giants are the world’s biggest 

land mammals. They weigh up to 6000 kg of weight and they have massive legs and ears. 

Did you know that their trunk is about 2 metres long? Elephants are herbivores, which 

means they only eat plants (up to 135 kg a day) and drink a lot of water. They can suck 

7.5 litres of water into their trunk. African elephants can become 70 years old! 

2. Organise the information in a grid like this:  
 

animal what it looks like how it lives other information 

    

    

    

    

 
Annotations 
species – Tierart, herbivore – Pflanzenfresser, herbivorous – pflanzenfressend, omnivore – Allesfresser, omnivorous – alles 

fressend, carnivore – Fleischfresser, carnivorous – fleischfressend, mammal – Säugetier 
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ASKING SOMEONE QUESTIONS 

Meet Kylie Sanderson  
Look at Kylie’s e-mail and underline information that answers your questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASKING SOMEONE QUESTIONS 

Meet Kylie Sanderson 
Look at Kylie’s e-mail and underline information that answers your questions. 
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LEARNING STRATEGIES 

How to make new words stick  

Which ways of learning (new) words do you use regularly, often, rarely or never?  
Tick the boxes.  
 

  regularly often rarely never 

1 I read or write the words until I know them by heart.     

2 I read English books or (online) magazines to learn new 
words. 

    

3 I use my computer / phone to learn words (apps, 
puzzles, games, etc.). 

    

4 I keep an extra vocabulary folder and write down words 
from my favorite songs, films, TV series, etc. 

    

5 I don’t write the words down in a long list, but I arrange 
them by using word families (Wortfamilien), synonyms 
(Wörter mit gleicher Bedeutung), opposites 
(Gegensätze) etc. 

    

6 I make up little poems or raps using rhythm and rhymes.     

7 I record my own voice and listen to the new words again 
and again. 

    

8 I listen to short podcasts e.g. “6 minute English” by the 
BBC. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-
minute-english 

    

9 I write down new words everywhere: on the mirror, my 
door, on stickers around the house, next to the toilet, … 

    

10 In order to practice spelling, I spell the word forwards 
and backwards or write the word in the air. 

    

11 I keep a record of the words and phrases that are sent to 
my phone / laptop every day. 

    

  
 

    

  
 

    

  
 

    

Fast finishers 

Come up with more engaging and fun ways to learn new words and phrases.  

• For a press conference  or an  interview 
you need 1 or 2 experts who can give informa-
tion on your topic.

• You also need 2 or  3 reporters who ask questi-
ons about the topic so the experts can explain 
what it is about.

• Find all the questions and answers  together 
in your group. 
Make crib sheets for each member of the group.

• Decide who is going to be an expert and 
who is going to be a reporter.

• Practice you press conference or your interview 
so you can talk about your topic in your own 
words without looking at the crib sheet too 
much.

• Decide which information is important. 
For this, each one of you makes a crib sheet 
with the information she or he would like to 
add. 

• As a group or with your partner, agree on 
which information to include.

• Design your poster. 
Make a rough draft before you start.

• Use di� erent colours for di� erent kinds of 
information.

• Add drawings, sketches or photos. 
Your drawings do not need to be perfect.

• Show how individual bits of information are 
connected by using arrows and other symbols

• Use clear lettering.

• Don’t put too much information on your poster. 
You will present additional information orally.

• When your poster is � nished, practice your 
presentation so that you can talk about your 
topic in your own words without looking at the 
poster or crib sheet too much.

• Decide who you are: 
Characters from a novel? 
People at the bus stop? 
Your grandparents?

• Think about a situation in which you can talk 
about your topic. 

• Decide what you are going to talk about and 
who is going to say what.

• Make crib sheets for each person in your group. 
Do not write the complete text.

• Decide who is going to play which role.

• Practice your role play so you can talk about 
your topic in your own words and without 
looking at your crib sheet too much.
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Press conference / 
Interview Role play Poster

Booklet
You need a sheet of white paper 
(A4 or even better: A3).

Drawing / Comic Podcast

• Fold the sheet as in the drawing to make 
a brochure.

• Write the most important information on 
your topic in your brochure. 

• Design a title page for your brochure.

• Do not copy texts from the book or the Inter-
net. Present your topic in your own words.

• A podcast is a listening text.

• You can decide whether your podcast is a news 
programme, a radio play, or a talk show etc.

• Decide what you want to talk about.

• Prepare crib sheets for each of you. 
Do not write complete texts to read out 
 because  this does not sound very nice.

• Practice your podcast. 

• When you can talk about your topic � uently 
without too much hesitation, record your text.

• Decide which information should be seen in 
your drawing or comic.

• Draw your on a white sheet of paper 
(without lines).

• Add speech and thought bubbles if necessary.

• Add captions if necessary.

• Practice explaining your drawing or 
comic to the class. 
Make a crib sheet if needed.
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Quiz Song/Rap Poem

• Write down as many questions and answers 
as possible about your topic.

Tip: 
You can use 
• yes or no answers

 yes   no
• multiple choice

 A    B
 C    D

• open-ended questions

• After you have � nished the questions and 
 answers, plan your quiz.

• Decide whether you want to act out the quiz or 
whether you want to include the other pupils.

• You can use a slide presentation or a quiz 
software to show your questions.

• Think of a poem with which to present your 
results.

• First of all, think about the content you want to 
include in your poem.

• You can choose a poem form that you already 
know, for example an elevener:

Morning
In May

Bees are humming
Life is a pleasure

Happiness

 

• But you can also write a completely free poem. 

• If you can‘t � nd any suitable rhyming words, 
you can do without them. 
It is more important to � nish your poem than to 
always � nd the right rhyme.

• Practice your recitation.

• Each group member should be involved in the 
presentation.

• Decide what your song or rap is going to be 
 about and which information you want to 
include.

• Write the verses. 
Your text can rhyme, but it doesn’t have to. 

Tips: 
• There are websites such as 

https://www.rhymezone.com/ that help 
you � nd a rhyme word.

• If it is very di�  cult to � nd rhyme words, it 
is more important to get on with your task 
than to waste time looking for words. 
You can use the melody of an existing 
song and write a new text for it or you can 
compose your own song.

• Practice your song or rap.

• Each member of your group should play a part 
in the presentation.

Tip: 
• You will � nd free playbacks for a rap here:    

https://bit.ly/3d7ikRX
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friendly good-
natured kind considerate helpful pleasant

gigantic huge enormous immense massive colossal

intelligent smart bright clever brainy shrewd

brilliant great awesome fantastic magni� cent amazing

brave courageous fearless daring plucky heroic

… chair table … life … head … water … paper …

high cloth guard � rst fall back

rocking spoon jacket ache melon clip

wheel tennis sentence light proof chase

push top insurance start ski work

body … … guard comic … … strip book … … shelf

central … … heating television …
… 

programme butter … … � y

department 
…

… store dish … … washer driving … … lesson

� re … … works head … … light zebra … … crossing

letter … … box police … … station question … … mark

� sh and cup and
black 
and bed and comb ladies and

chips saucer white breakfast
brush
 and gentlemen

knife and pen and
and

pencil and mouse heads and

fork ink go paper cat and tails

socks shoes and write read and found lost and

STOP

?!
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