
	KLASSE 5 / 6

		  DAVID FERMER, CLAUDIA VON HOLTEN & ESTHER KRÜGER

	 4	 Jack and the beanstalk 
		  Szenen vortragen und in andere Sprachen übertragen

		  GRIT ALTER

	 8	 You’ll never catch me!
		  Ein Märchen zu einem audiobook vertonen

KLASSE 7 / 8

		  JULIA GUNDLACH

	12	 A tale about Nasreddin Hodja
		  Ein mehrsprachiges Reader’s Theatre aufführen

		  MARGITTA KUTY & MARINA ZAPATKA

	16	 Baba Yaga and Company
		�  Internationale Märchen im story tree strukturieren 

und mehrsprachig vortragen

TELL A TALE
Dieses Heft wird herausgegeben von Margitta Kuty.

4 Bildkarten (DIN A5)
– Baba Yaga
– Nasreddin Hodja 

4 Bildkarten (DIN A6)
– Snow White 
– Hansel and Gretel 
– The Star Money 
– The Frog King

1 Materialheft (DIN A4)
30 Arbeitsblätter zu den Unterrichtsideen

LERNEN & ÜBEN

AUSZÜGE AUS DEM MATERIALPAKET ZUM THEMENHEFT

2 Cue Cards (DIN A5)
Story Slam

IN DER HEFTMITTE

TELL A TALE

40 Englisch
U N T E R R I C H T  ·  Ü B U N G E N  ·  M A T E R I A L
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DIALOGUE 1  

Roles: Jack, mother, cow 
 
Jack’s mother puts a leash on the cow and calls: 
MOTHER:  Jack! Jack! Come here! 

Jack comes onto the stage.  
JACK:   Yes, Mother? 

MOTHER:  Jack, I want you to take the cow  

to the market and sell her. 

Jack looks surprised.   
COW:   Moooo! 

JACK:   Really? But she’s our only cow. 

MOTHER:  We have no money, Jack.  

And we have no food.  

We must sell the cow. 

JACK:   But the cow gives us milk.  

COW:   Moooo! 

MOTHER:  Then we will have no milk. But we will have money to buy food. 

JACK:   But mother...  

MOTHER:  No buts, Jack! Take the cow to the market and sell her.  

COW:   Moooo! 

Jack’s mother gives him the leash.  
MOTHER:  Make sure you sell the cow for a good price, Jack.  

JACK:   Yes, mother. 

MOTHER:  She is a good cow.  

COW:   Moooo! 

MOTHER:  A beautiful cow.  

COW:   Moooo! 

MOTHER:  And she gives a lot of milk.  

COW:   Moooo! Moooo! 

JACK:   I will do my best, mother. I will sell her for as much money as I can. 

MOTHER:  Good boy, Jack! Good luck! 

JACK:   Thank you, mother. 

Jack takes the cow and leaves the stage.  
COW:   Moooo! 

 
END OF THE SCENE  
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After dinner, the giant said, “Bring me 
my golden harp!”  
The giant’s wife left the room and came 
back with a beautiful harp made of gold. 5 

She put the harp down on the table in 
front of him. 
“Play, harp!” said the giant. “Play me 
music!” 
The harp began to play. Jack had never 10 

heard such beautiful music before.  
 
Soon the giant fell asleep. Jack climbed 
onto the table and took the harp. But as 
he jumped down to the ground, the harp 15 

began to speak.  
“Help! Help!” it cried. “Stop!” 
This is what Jack wanted.  
“Stop!” cried the harp louder. “Help me, 
master!” 20 

The giant opened his eyes and saw Jack 
running out of the kitchen with his golden 
harp. The giant jumped to his feet and ran 
after him. 
 25 

Jack ran across the clouds to the 
beanstalk. He could see the giant running 
after him.  

Jack climbed down the beanstalk with the 
harp on his back. He was young, quick 30 

and nimble.  
The giant climbed down after him, but 
the giant was big and slow. 
 
When Jack got to the bottom of the 35 

beanstalk, he took an axe and started 
cutting it down. 
“One, two, three, four!” he counted. 
“Five, six, seven, eight!” The giant saw 
what Jack was doing and tried to hurry 40 

up, but Jack was faster. “Thirty, thirty-
one, thirty-two.” Jack pushed his shoulder 
against the beanstalk and the giant began 
to fall.  
 45 

The sound of the giant hitting the ground 
could be heard all over England. The 
ground shook. The fish in the rivers 
trembled in the water. The trees in the 
forests clung to their roots. Animals 50 

ducked into their homes thinking the sky 
was falling on their heads. From such a 
dizzy height, not even a giant can 
survive.  
 55 

Jack jumped onto his horse and rode to 
the hills where the giant had landed. He 
found him there, his hands buried deep in 
the ground, his head in the river, as dead 
as the beanstalk that Jack had cut down.  60 

 
And from that day on, no more 
Englishmen ever disappeared in the 
middle of the night, and no one ever 
offered Jack magic beans again. Jack and 65 

his wife – and their children and many 
animals – lived happily ever after. Jack 
gave the golden harp to a poor musician 
who spent the rest of his days travelling 
the country and singing songs about the 70 

bold adventures of Jack the Giant-killer.  
 

 
 

 
THE END 
 

 
7
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DIALOGUE 4 

Roles: Jack, giant, the giant’s wife 
 
The giant finishes his bowl of soup. He sniffs the air.  
GIANT:   I can smell an Englishman! 

GIANT WIFE:  No, no, darling! There is no Englishman here! 
The giant’s wife takes her husband’s bowl. 
GIANT:   Bring me my gold! 

The giant’s wife puts down the bowl and  
takes a pouch. She gives the pouch to  
her husband. 
GIANT WIFE:  Here you are, darling!  

The giant empties the contents of  
the pouch onto the table: gold coins!  
He starts counting them: 
GIANT:   One, two, three, four … 

GIANT WIFE:  Good night, darling!  

I’m going to bed. 

GIANT:   Five, six, seven, eight … 

As she leaves, the giant’s wife takes 
a quick look under the table  
to see if Jack is still there. 
GIANT WIFE:  He will be asleep by twenty. 

GIANT:   Nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen… 

Jack slowly comes out of his hiding place. He creeps up behind the giant.  
GIANT:   Fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen.  

The giant yawns. Jack looks over his shoulder and sees the gold. 
GIANT:   Eighteen, nineteen, twenty.  

The giant yawns again and falls asleep, his head on the table. 
Jack looks at the gold coins and whispers to himself:  
JACK:  Eighteen More riches than you could ever dream of ...!  

The old man spoke the truth! 

Jack quietly takes the pouch and puts the gold coins back into the pouch.  
He runs out of the room. 
JACK:   We’re rich! 

 

END OF THE SCENE 
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Listening: Three Little Pigs 

1. Tick the right box. Is the sentence true or false? 
 true  false 
a) The three little pigs are called Alfred, Bill and Charlie. □ □ 
b) The mother can't stand the three little pigs' arguing and 

sends them to their room. □ □ 
c) Alfred builds his house of brick in one hour. □ □ 
d) Bill builds his house of wood in two hours. □ □ 
e) The pigs move back in with their mother. □ □ 

 
2. Mark the intonation in the text. Use the following symbols in your text: 
 
Getting louder < Reading in a higher pitch  

Getting quieter ˃ Reading in a lower pitch  
Getting faster …. Using your voice to imitate sounds ≈ (door) 
Getting slower _ _ _ Naming sounds *…* (i.e. *knock knock*.")
 
3. Mark other sounds you hear. 

 

Listening: Three Little Pigs 

1. Tick the right box. Is the sentence true or false? 
 true  false 
a) The three little pigs are called Alfred, Bill and Charlie. □ □ 
b) The mother can't stand the three little pigs' arguing and 

sends them to their room. □ □ 
c) Alfred builds his house of brick in one hour. □ □ 
d) Bill builds his house of wood in two hours. □ □ 
e) The pigs move back in with their mother. □ □ 

 
Mark the intonation in the text. Use the following symbols in your text: 
 
Getting louder < Reading in a higher pitch  

Getting quieter ˃ Reading in a lower pitch  
Getting faster …. Using your voice to imitate sounds ≈ (door) 
Getting slower _ _ _ Naming sounds *…* (i.e. *knock knock*.")
 
2. Mark other sounds you hear. 
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Our fairy tale audiobook 

Create an audiobook based on a fairy tale. Follow these steps: 
check? 

1. Read the text. Make sure you understand the story.    □ 
Answer the true/false sentences.       □ 

2. Listen to the track and practise reading the text out loud.    □ 
Read along with the speaker.         □ 
Practice as often as you need to.        □ 
Take notes: Where do you speak faster/slowly/loudly/quietly?    □ 
Decide who reads which part.        □ 
Mark the text in different colours for each group member.    □ 
Practice your part on your own.        □ 
Read the whole text together with different roles.      □ 

3. Create an audiobook.         □ 
Record your reading with your mobile phones or laptops.    □ 
Add sounds to the reading, i.e. knocking on the table,  
whistling, breathing loudly.         □ 

 
VERY IMPORTANT: Save your audiobook! 
 

Our fairy tale audiobook 

Create an audiobook based on a fairy tale. Follow these steps: 
check? 

4. Read the text. Make sure you understand the story.    □ 
Answer the true/false sentences.       □ 

5. Listen to the track and practise reading the text out loud.    □ 
Read along with the speaker.         □ 
Practice as often as you need to.        □ 
Take notes: Where do you speak faster/slowly/loudly/quietly?    □ 
Decide who reads which part.        □ 
Mark the text in different colours for each group member.    □ 
Practice your part on your own.        □ 
Read the whole text together with different roles.      □ 

6. Create an audiobook.         □ 
Record your reading with your mobile phones or laptops.    □ 
Add sounds to the reading, i.e. knocking on the table,  
whistling, breathing loudly.         □ 

 
VERY IMPORTANT: Save your audiobook! 

11
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Role cards audiobook 

Language guard 
➔ Make sure that everyone in the group  

speaks English. 
➔ Make sure that the language your group uses 

is correct.  
➔ Ask your teacher if you are not sure about words  

or grammar. 

Useful phrases 
➔ I’m not sure this is  

the right word. 
➔ Let’s check this in  

a dictionary. 
➔ I will go and ask Mr/Mrs… 

Group manager 
➔ Make sure everyone in your group knows  

what to do. 
➔ Remind your group to keep working. 
➔ Have an eye on the clock. 

Useful phrases 
➔ We have to… 
➔ Don’t play around online. 
➔ Please pay attention. 
➔ We have to hurry if we want to 

finish this on time. 

Reading expert 
➔ You are responsible for the reading.  
➔ Make sure the words are pronounced correctly.  

Ask the language watch if you are unsure.  
➔ What can you do with your voices to add emotion? 

Useful phrases 
➔ Can you please read this 

section again?  
➔ Let’s check again how 

this is pronounced. 
➔ Can you read this 

louder/silently? 

Sound engineer 
➔ You are responsible for the sound of the audiobook.  

Which sounds can you use and how can these  
be created? 

Useful phrases 
➔ I think this sound would fit in 

nicely. 
➔ What about (this sound) at 

this point of the story? 
➔ I could check this online. 
➔ Let’s use … here. 
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The Gingerbread Man 

Decide if the sentences are true or false: 
– The old lady puts the dough into the oven. 
– Gingerbread Man meets a duck, a cow and a wolf. 
– The fox asks Gingerbread Man to take him across a lake. 

 
Once upon a time, there was an old lady who loved baking. “I would like to bake a 

gingerbread man today”, she said to herself, “so I'm going to make one right now!” She 

prepared the dough and put it into the oven. After a while, she heard a tiny voice crying, 

“Help! Let me out! It's so hot in here!” She quickly opened the oven door and a little 

Gingerbread Man jumped out of the oven. “Aahh”, screamed the little old lady. She tried to 5 

catch him, but the Gingerbread Man was too quick. He ran away and sang “Run, run as fast 

as you can. You’ll never catch me. I'm the Gingerbread Man!” Soon, the Gingerbread Man 

met a duck. “Quack, quack”, said the duck. “Stop little Gingerbread Man! I would like to eat 

you!” But the Gingerbread Man ran on too fast and continued singing: “Run, run as fast as 

you can. You’ll never catch me. I'm the Gingerbread Man!” Soon, the Gingerbread Man met 10 

a cow. “Moo, moo” said the cow. “Stop little Gingerbread Man! I would like to eat you!” 

But again, the Gingerbread Man ran faster and faster and continued singing “Run, run as fast 

as you can. You’ll never catch me. I'm the Gingerbread Man.” Then the Gingerbread Man 

met an old fox. “Stop little Gingerbread Man! I want to talk to you.” But again the 

Gingerbread Man ran away and continued singing “Run, run as fast as you can. You’ll never 15 

catch me. I'm the Gingerbread Man.” But the fox said “I don’t want to eat you. I’m your 

friend.” After a while, they came to a river and the fox said “I can help you cross the river. 

Jump onto my nose!” And the Gingerbread Man jumped onto his nose. Suddenly, the fox 

tilted back his head, threw the Gingerbread Man into the air and opened his mouth to show 

his sharp teeth. SNAP! And that was the end of the Gingerbread Man.20 

 

Language help: 
dough – Teig; cross the river – den Fluss überqueren; tilted back his head – den Kopf nach hinten 
legen 

14 15
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Little Red Riding Hood 
Decide if the sentences are true or false  

– Little Red Riding Hood brings cookies, juice and fruit to her grandmother. 
– In the forest, the wolf is very mean to the girl and threatens to harm her. 
– The woodcutter enters the grandmother's house because the light was still on at night 

.
Once upon a time, there was a little girl who lived with her mother in a small hut. Her mother once 

bought her a red cloak and since then she was called Little Red Riding Hood. One day the mother 

had bad news for the girl. “Your grandmother is sick. Please bring her this basket with biscuits and 

something to drink,” the mother said. “Of course, mother,” she replied. The girl put on her red cloak 

and was ready to leave. “Remember to stay on the path,” the mother warned Little Red Riding Hood. 5 

“Of course, mother,” she said. “I will do as you say.” She took off through the forest. Suddenly a 

wolf jumped out in front of her. “Where are you going, little girl?” he asked. “I'm not a little girl. I’m 

called Little Red Riding Hood. My grandmother is sick and I am bringing her this basked with 

biscuits and juice,” she answered. “Well, well,” said the wolf, “go on then.” The girl continued her 

path, but the wolf set off immediately to the grandmother’s house. Meanwhile, Little Red Riding 10 

Hood saw some beautiful flowers. “Oh, grandmother would be so happy to have some flowers. I’m 

just going to pick a few,” she said to herself. She went deeper and deeper into the forest. After a long 

while she thought, “Oh no, I’ve lost track of time!” She hurried back to the path and ran towards her 

grandmother’s house. She knocked on the door. “Who’s there?” a voice said. “Grandmother, it’s me, 

Little Red Riding Hood. I have brought you cookies, juice and flowers.” “How nice of you. Come 15 

in!” replied the voice. The girl thought that her grandmother’s voice was strange and when she saw 

her grandmother, she looked very different. The girl asked “But grandmother, what long arms you 

have!” “All the better to hug you with,” replied the wolf in a funny voice. “But grandmother, what 

big ears you have!” “All the better to hear you with, my dear!” “But grandmother, what big eyes you 

have!” “All the better to see you with, little princess.” “But grandmother, what sharp and big teeth 20 

you have!” “All the better to eat you with!” roared the wolf, jumped out of bed and swallowed the 

girl at once. Afterwards, he fell asleep. A woodcutter came along past the house and heard the wolf 

snoring loudly. He looked through the window and saw that the wolf was sleeping in the bed. He 

went in and opened the wolf’s belly, and out crawled the grandmother and Little Red Riding Hood. 

They were still alive and in one piece. The wolf, however, was dead and would never again worry 25 

any of them. Little Red Riding Hood concluded, “I will never talk to strangers again.”

language help  
cloak – Mantel, hut – Hütte, stay on the path – bleibe auf dem Weg, don’t be distracted - lass dich 
nicht ablenken, to lose track of time – die Zeit aus den Augen verlieren, to hug – umarmen, swallow 
her at once – ganz verschlingen, woodcutter – Holzfäller, to snore - schnarchen 

name:     date:  
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Rapunzel 
Decide if the sentences are true or false  

– The plant the wife needs is called Rapunzel. 
– The witch locks Rapunzel in a castle. 
– When the prince falls down the tower, he breaks his leg. 

 
Once upon a time, there was a couple who lived in a small house. It had a little window at the back. 

Through it they could see a beautiful garden. They waited a long time to have a baby. When the wife 

was pregnant, she fell very ill. The wife said to her husband, “Maybe the plant called rapunzel from 

the garden next door would help.” The garden belonged to a wicked old witch, but the husband still 

wanted to save his wife. “Ok, I will go into the garden when the witch is away.” He went into the 5 

garden to get the plant. Suddenly, a scary voice behind him called, “Hey, you! What are you doing? 

This is my garden!” “My pregnant wife is sick and she needs this plant,” whispered the husband in 

a thin voice. The witch thought for a while. “Well, I’ll let you go if you promise to give me the child 

when it is born!” The husband had no choice and agreed. The plant helped his wife and soon a 

beautiful girl was born. The witch came and took the baby. She called her Rapunzel and locked her 10 

away in a high tower. Years passed and every day the witch went to the tower to bring her food. 

“Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your hair!” she would call. Rapunzel would drop her beautifully 

braided long hair through the window and the witch would climb up. One day a handsome prince 

passed the tower and heard Rapunzel sing. He came back every day just to hear her sing. He saw 

how the witch called to Rapunzel to let down her hair. The next day, he too decided to call, 15 

“Rapunzel, let down your hair.” And so she did. The prince visited Rapunzel every night until the 

witch found out what was going on. The witch pushed the prince down from the tower. He fell into 

a bush, hurt his eyes on the thorns and became blind. The witch was very angry. “Rapunzel, you will 

spend the rest of your days in a lonely place far away from here!” she screamed. The prince spent his 

years wandering around. One day he reached the same lonely place and heard a familiar voice 20 

singing. “I have found you at last. I missed you so much. I was looking for you everywhere but I 

cannot see any more,” he cried. Rapunzel wept for joy. When her tears touched the prince’s eyes, he 

was able to see again. “Oh, how beautiful you are, my Rapunzel,” he said. “I will come with you to 

your castle,” promised Rapunzel. They lived happily ever after.

Language help 
pregnant – schwanger; fell very ill – wurde sehr krank; wicked old witch – gemeine alte Hexe; to 
lock someone away – einschließen; braided – geflochten; to push – schubsen; hurt his eyes on the 
thorns – Verletzte sich die Augen an den Dornen; to weep for joy – vor Glück weinen 
 

 
16 17
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Story cards 

The beginning 

Your task: 
Describe the setting of 
the fairy tale and the 
problem. 
 
Notes only! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Language help: 

➔ Once upon a time there was / were …  
➔ He / she lived in / at / near … it was a … 

place but … 
➔ One day, he / she … 

 

The characters 

Your task: 
Introduce the hero and  
the opponent of your 
story. 
 
Notes only! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language help: 

➔ He / she was very ...  
➔ He / she looked ...  
➔ He / she lived in a ... 
➔ He / she … every time / every day.  
➔ His / her family was … 
➔ People describe him / her as … 
➔ People feared his / her …. 

The adventure 

Your task: 
Describe 
the adventure  
the hero had 
to go through. 
 
 
Notes only! 
 
 
 
 

Language help: 

➔ (To break the spell) he / she had to … 
➔ To solve the problem he / she must 

find / use / get … 
➔ Suddenly, there was / were …  
➔ He / she used all his / her power to … 
➔ Luckily, he / she was helped by … 
➔ It was so hard / dangerous / difficult to … 
➔ At the end … 

The ending 

Your task:  
Describe how the problem  
was solved. 
 
 
Notes only! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language help: 

➔ They lived happily ever after.  
➔ They celebrated … all night long.  
➔ They were so happy to … 
➔ They never … again. 

 

 

name:     date:  
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The Twelve Months 
Find out more about the twelve months. Where do the names come from? 
 
There was once a woman who had two girls. One girl, Holena, was her own 
daughter. The other one, Marushka, was her stepchild. She loved her daughter 
Holena dearly, but she couldn’t even bear the sight of Marushka. Marushka was 
so much prettier than Holena. But Marushka didn’t know how pretty she was and 
never understood why her stepmother didn’t like her.   5 

Her stepmother made Marushka work hard and let her do everything around the 
house: She had to cook and wash, to spin, to take care of the garden and to look 
after the cow. Holena and her mother did nothing. They spent all their time taking 
care of themselves and sitting around like grand ladies. But Marushka never 
complained. She was very modest and did everything she was told. In spite of all 10 

the hard work she grew prettier from day to day. The stepmother was afraid. She 
thought „Soon the boys will come courting and once they see pretty Marushka, no 
one will ever pay attention at all to Holena!“ So she treated Marushka even worse. 
She and Holena made her work harder, they beat her and they didn’t give her 
enough to eat. But all to no avail: Marushka was as good and as sweet and as pretty 15 

as ever. 
One day in the middle of January Holena wished to have a bunch of fragrant 
violets. She ordered sharply: „Marushka! I want some fresh violets. Go out in the 
forest and get me some.“ Marushka cried: „My dear sister! What can you be 
thinking of? Whoever heard of violets growing under the snow in January?“ 20 

Holena shouted: “How dare you argue with me? Don’t be lazy! Off with you. And 
don't return without those violets!" So Marushka climbed slowly up the mountains, 
weeping bitterly. All around her was snow. Marushka wandered on and on, weak 
with hunger and shaking with cold. Suddenly she saw a glowing light ahead of 
her. She struggled towards it and saw a great fire that was burning on the top of 25 

the mountain. Around the fire were twelve stones, one of them was much bigger 
and higher than the rest. Twelve men were seated on these stones. They sat silently 
gazing at the fire. They were the Twelve Months. For a moment Marushka was 
frightened and hesitated. Then she asked politely: „Kind sirs, may I warm myself 
at your fire?“ Great January nodded his head and Marushka held her fingers 30 

towards the flames. „This is no place for you,“ Great January said. „Why are you 
here?“. „I am hunting for violets,“ Marushka answered. „Violets? This is no time 
to look for violets!“ „I know, Sir, but my sister Holena says I must bring her violets 
from the forests. Please, Sir, won’t you tell me where I can find some?“ Great 
January stood up and walked to March and said: „Here, March, you take the  35 

high seat.“ So March took the high seat. The fire blazed up and instantly the snow 
all around began to melt. The trees burst into bud; the grass revived; and it was 
spring! While Marushka looked, violets began to peep out from among the leaves. 
March cried: „Now, Marushka, there are your violets! Pick them quickly!“ 
Marushka was overjoyed. She gathered a great bunch and thanked the Months 40 

politely, and hurried away. Holena and her stepmother were surprised when they 
saw Marushka coming home with her hands full of violets, but Holena never 
thanked Marushka. 
The next day, Holena told Marushka: „Go out and get me some strawberries!“ She 
pushed Marushka out of the house. Again the girl climbed slowly up the mountain 45 

and wandered on and on, weak with hunger and shaking with cold. At last she saw 
ahead of her the glow of the same fire that she had seen the day before. With a 
happy heart she hastened to it. The Twelve Months were seated as before with 
Great January on the high seat. He asked „But Marushka, why are you here again?“ 
„I’m hunting for strawberies. Please, Sir, won’t you tell me where I can find 50 

some?” Marushka answered. Great January slowly stood up and said: “Here, June, 

29
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A modern Cinderella 
Let’s get creative! Write your own modern adaptation of Cinderella and film it. 
 

1. Pick a theme. 
2. Take notes on the framework: 

a. What’s the setting? 
b. What characters are there? 
c. What magic elements are there? 
d. Which wishes are there and how are they granted? 
e. How does the story end? 

3. Write a script of about 500 words. Start with “Recently …”! Use at least 5 new words related 
to your topic. You need to pre-teach them before others can watch the film.  

4. Hand in the script to your teacher for a check-up.  
5. Practice your lines. 
6. Record your video. The video should be at least / not more than 2 – 3 minutes long. 
 

Theme ideas 
➔ Cinderella 100 years from today, … as a 

refugee, … as a YouTube blogger, 
… as a boy, … as a businesswoman,  
… as an alien, … as a rapper, … in a 
heavy-metal band, … marrying a 
princess, … from the perspective of the 
stepsister 

Ideas on how you can tell your story:  
➔ in form of letters / emails, as a diary, 

freeze-frame pictures, as a cartoon, an 
animated film, a photo love story, a 
shadow play, …  

A modern Cinderella 
Let’s get creative! Write your own modern adaptation of Cinderella and film it. 
 

1. Pick a theme. 
2. Take notes on the framework: 

f. What’s the setting? 
g. What characters are there? 
h. What magic elements are there? 
i. Which wishes are there and how are they granted? 
j. How does the story end? 

3. Write a script of about 500 words. Start with “Recently …”! Use at least 5 new words related 
to your topic. You need to pre-teach them before others can watch the film.  

4. Hand in the script to your teacher for a check-up.  
5. Practice your lines. 
6. Record your video. The video should be at least / not more than 2 – 3 minutes long. 

Theme ideas 
Cinderella 100 years from today, … as a 

refugee, … as a YouTube blogger,  
… as a boy, … as a businesswoman,  
… as an alien, … as a rapper, … in a 
heavy-metal band, … marrying a 
princess, … from the perspective of the 
stepsister 

Ideas on how you can tell your story:  
➔ in form of letters / emails, as a diary, 

freeze-frame pictures, as a cartoon, an 
animated film, a photo love story, a 
shadow play, …  

name:     date:  
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An international Cinderella 
Read one of the international versions of Cinderella.  
Create a poster and give a presentation about your findings (5 minutes). 
 

1. Read the text and answer the following questions: 
a. What’s the setting? 
b. What characters are there? 
c. What magic elements are there? 
d. Which wishes are there and how are they granted? 
e. How does the story end? 

2. Write a summary of 7 sentences at most.  
3. Find out what elements are specific to the culture the story is set in. Research them. 
4. Describe what is similar to and what is different from the original fairy tale. 
5. Create your poster and include the information above. 
6. Present the poster to your classmates.

 

Language help summary 
➔ The fairy tale is called…  
➔ It is about …  
➔ First, … Then … Afterwards, … 
➔ In the end …  
➔ Remember: simple present! 

 

Language help comparison 
➔ The structure…  
➔ Both fairy tales deal with …  
➔ In this story there is …  

In the other story there is no … 

 

An international Cinderella 
Read one of the international versions of Cinderella.  
Create a poster and give a presentation about your findings (5 minutes). 
 

1. Read the text and answer the following questions: 
a. What’s the setting? 
b. What characters are there? 
c. What magic elements are there? 
d. Which wishes are there and how are they granted? 
e. How does the story end? 

2. Write a summary of 7 sentences at most.  
3. Find out what elements are specific to the culture the story is set in. Research them. 
4. Describe what is similar to and what is different from the original fairy tale. 
5. Create your poster and include the information above. 
6. Present the poster to your classmates.

 

Language help summary 
➔ The fairy tale is called…  
➔ It is about …  
➔ First, … Then … Afterwards, … 
➔ In the end …  
➔ Remember: simple present! 
 

Language help comparison 
➔ The structure…  
➔ Both fairy tales deal with …  
➔ In this story there is …  

In the other story there is no …  
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Einen story slam vorbereiten

Einsatzort: Erarbeitungsphase

Ablauf 

Beispielthemen:
  fairy tales
  my crazy weekend
  in my summer holidays
  what you don‘t know about me
  if I won the lottery...

mögliche Kriterien: 
  bester Vortrag
  verrückteste Geschichte
  meiste Lacher
  interessanteste Fakten

How to prepare for a story slam 

Cue card

Cue card

A
ut

or
in

: A
nk

e 
S

ch
ub

er
t

A
ut

or
in

: A
nk

e 
S

ch
ub

er
t

1.
Die Lehrkraft gibt 

ein Thema vor.

1.
Pick a topic. 

2.
Die Schüler 

sammeln Ideen 
zum Thema.

2.
Brainstorm ideas.

Topic examples: 

  Fairy tales
  My crazy weekend
  In my summer 

holidays
  What you don‘t 

know about me
  If I won the lot-

tery ...

3.
Die Schüler 

notieren sich 
Stichwörter auf 
Karteikarten.

3.
Take notes on 
a cheat sheet.

How to 
brainstorm ideas
  Start writing. Don’t 

stop for 3 minu-
tes. Write down 
anything that 
comes to your 
mind. If you don’t 
know what to wri-
te: Write “blah 
blah blah”.
  Write down as 

many words as 
possible for your 
topic. Categorise 
them. Put them in 
order.
  Look for a picture 

for the topic and 
describe it.

4.
Die Schüler üben 
den Vortrag ein.

4.
Practise your 
performance. 

How to take notes
  Write down the 

most important 
words.

Note down: 
  When do you want 

to change your 
facial expression? 
  When do you use 

gestures? 
  When do you talk 

faster or more 
slowly? 

5.
Present 

your story. 

How to practice
  Practice speaking 

freely.
  Perform the text in 

front of a friend or 
a mirror.
  Record yourself.
  Ask for feedback.
  Practice some 

more.

How to present
  Look at the audi-

ence.
  Smile.
  Present your text.
  Remember your 

cheat sheet!
  Breathe. 

5.
Die Schüler 
tragen die 

Geschichte vor.

6.
Die Klasse kürt 
die beste Ge-

schichte an hand 
von Kr i      te rien: 

Der meiste Beifall 
gewinnt.

* Schritte 2 und 3 sind in Einzel-, Partner- oder Gruppenarbeit möglich.
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Jack and the Beanstalk – Part 1 

Read the text. Remember as much as you can:  
Who is in the story? Where are they? What happens?

 
 

Once upon a time there was a boy called 
Jack. He lived in a house with his mother. 
Jack and his mother were very poor.  
They had a field and a cow and lived 5 

from hand to mouth. They often went to 
bed hungry. 
 
One day, Jack’s mother said: “Jack, I 
want you to take the cow to the market 10 

and sell her.”  
Jack didn’t think this was a good idea. 
The cow gave them milk. But Jack’s 
mother didn’t listen. “Make sure you get 
a good price for her!” she told him. 15 

So Jack took the animal to town. 
 
On the way to town, a man stopped Jack 
and asked him where he was going.  
“I’m taking my cow to town to sell her,” 20 

said Jack.  
“I will give you three shillings for the 
cow,” the man replied, holding out three 
silver coins. 
Jack thought of his mother’s words, “No, 25 

thank you, sir. I want more than three 
shillings for the cow.”  
And when the man didn’t offer Jack more 
money, Jack went on his way. 
 30 

At the edge of town, a woman stopped 
Jack and asked him where he was going. 
“I’m taking my cow to town to sell her,” 
he said.  
“I will give you five shillings for the 35 

cow,” the woman replied, showing Jack 
five silver coins. 
Jack thought of his mother and said, “No, 
thank you, ma’am. I want more than five 
shillings for the cow.” 40 

And when the woman didn’t offer Jack 
more money, Jack went on his way.

As Jack entered the marketplace, an old 
man came up to him and asked, “Are you 
selling your cow?”  45 

“Yes,” replied Jack.  
The old man looked at the cow, put his 
hand in his pocket and took out three 
green beans. “Here,” said the old man.  
“I will give you these beans for the cow.” 50 

Jack looked at the beans and laughed. 
“Three beans?! For this cow?! No way!” 
 
“These are not ordinary beans, my boy,” 
said the old man. “These are magic 55 

beans. They will bring you riches you 
have never dreamed of.” 
“You are playing games with me, sir!” 
said Jack. 
The old man shook his head. “Look into 60 

my eyes, boy, and listen to your heart.  
Do you think this is a trick?” 
Jack looked into the man’s eyes and 
listened to his heart.  
“If the beans will make me rich, why 65 

don’t you take them?” he asked. 
The old man smiled. “I have been to the 
place where the beans go, but I am an old 
man. When I was there, I was scared. But 
you are young and strong. You will not 70 

be scared like me.” 
 
Jack decided to listen to his heart. He 
took the beans from the old man and gave 
him the cow.  75 

When he got home, Jack’s mother 
couldn’t believe her eyes.  
“You sold our cow for three beans?!”  
she screamed. “You idiot!”  
Her face turned red. She took the beans 80 

and threw them out of the window. 
“Go to bed!” she told Jack. 

3 3
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Jack didn’t sleep all night. He was angry 
with himself for listening to the old man. 
His mother was right: he was an idiot!  85 

 
When Jack woke the next morning, he 
looked out of the window and saw a 
gigantic beanstalk. It went up and up and 
into the clouds.   90 

Jack thought of the old man’s words: The 
beanstalk will bring you riches you have 
never dreamed of. He decided to climb 
the beanstalk and see where it went.  
 95 

Jack climbed the beanstalk into the 
clouds. Up and up he went, until he came 
through the clouds on the other side. 
There, on the clouds, was a giant castle.  
 100 

The castle was bigger than a mountain. 
The door was bigger than Jack’s house. 
Jack went into the castle and found a 
giant woman cooking in the kitchen. 
“Who are you?” she asked as she saw the 105 

little boy at her feet.  
 
 

“My name is Jack. I come from the land 
below the clouds.” 110 

“You have to leave now!” said the 
woman. “He’s coming!” 
 
Jack felt the ground shake beneath his 
feet. The walls of the castle trembled.  115 

Footsteps! 
Giant footsteps! 
“Quick! Hide under my apron!” said the 
woman.  
Jack jumped under the women’s apron. 120 

The kitchen door opened. A giant came 
into the room and said:  
“Fee-fie-fo-fum, 
I smell the blood of an Englishman 
Be he alive, or be he dead, 125 

I’ll have his bones to grind my bread.” 
 
“There is no Englishman here,” said the 
giant’s wife. “You can smell the soup!” 
The giant sat down at the table. He took a 130 

bag out of his pocket. Inside the bag were 
hundreds of golden coins. 
 
After his dinner, the giant fell asleep on 
the table. Jack climbed onto a chair, then 135 

onto the giant table, and put the golden 
coins back into the bag. Without waking 
the giant, he took the bag of gold and ran 
home quickly.  
When he showed the gold coins to his 140 

mother, she cried with joy and asked for 
forgiveness. 
 
For the next few months, Jack and his 
mother lived happily. They bought two 145 

cows and some chickens. They built 
walls around their field to stop wild 
animals from eating their corn. They ate 
two times a day, once for breakfast and 
once in the evening. People came to the 150 

cottage to see the giant beanstalk, but no 
one could climb it but Jack.  
 

 
 

END PART 1 
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Jack and the Beanstalk – Part 2 

Read the text. Remember as much as you can:  
Who is in the story? Where are they? What happens?

 
 
One day, Jack met a girl at the 
marketplace and fell in love with her. The 
girl’s father was a rich merchant. He 
didn’t want his daughter to marry a poor 
farmer boy like Jack. Jack and his mother 5 

only had a few gold coins left, so Jack 
decided to climb the beanstalk again. 
 
Up and up he went, through the clouds, to 
the castle in the sky. He went inside and 10 

saw the giant’s wife in the kitchen. He 
hid behind the oven and waited until the 
giant came home. 
“Fee-fie-fo-fum,” he said when he came 
into the kitchen. 15 

“I smell the blood of an Englishman 
Be he alive, or be he dead, 
I’ll have his bones to grind my bread.” 
 
“There is no Englishman here!” said the 20 

giant’s wife. “Come and sit down. Your 
supper is ready!” 
The giant’s wife gave her husband an  
 
enormous roasted pig.  25 

The giant ate the whole pig. 
 
“Bring me my golden hen!” he said to his 
wife after dinner. 
His wife left the room and came back 30 

with a golden hen under her arm. She put 
the bird down on the table in front of her 
husband. 
“Lay me an egg!” said the giant. 
Soon a golden egg popped out of the 35 

golden hen. 
The giant picked up the egg and looked at 
it for a moment. 
Then he took the golden egg and went to 
bed.Jack waited until he heard the sound 40 

of the giant sleeping, then he climbed 
onto the table, took the golden hen, and 
ran back to the beanstalk. 
 

A few months later, Jack married the 45 

beautiful girl from town and they moved 
to his house by the beanstalk. Jack built a 
second house for his mother and 
promised to give his wife’s father a 
golden egg every month. With the rest of 50 

the money, he bought more hens and 
chickens and cows and pigs. Soon he had 
a whole farmhouse full of animals.  

 
Jack often heard of people who went 55 

missing – men who disappeared from 
their beds in the middle of the night. 
Whenever he heard such a story, Jack 
thought of the giant’s words:  
 60 

“Fee-fie-fo-fum, 
I smell the blood of an Englishman 
Be he alive, or be he dead, 
I’ll have his bones to grind my bread.” 
 65 

Did the giant really eat people?  
Was that what had happened to his father 
when Jack was a small boy?  
 
One day, after Jack heard of another 70 

disappearance, he decided to put a stop to 
the giant’s killings. He climbed the 
beanstalk and waited in the kitchen until 
the giant came home.  

4 5
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Story cards 

The beginning 

Your task: 
Describe the setting of 
the fairy tale and the 
problem. 
 
Notes only! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Language help: 

➔ Once upon a time there was / were …  
➔ He / she lived in / at / near … it was a … 

place but … 
➔ One day, he / she … 

 

The characters 

Your task: 
Introduce the hero and  
the opponent of your 
story. 
 
Notes only! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language help: 

➔ He / she was very ...  
➔ He / she looked ...  
➔ He / she lived in a ... 
➔ He / she … every time / every day.  
➔ His / her family was … 
➔ People describe him / her as … 
➔ People feared his / her …. 

The adventure 

Your task: 
Describe 
the adventure  
the hero had 
to go through. 
 
 
Notes only! 
 
 
 
 

Language help: 

➔ (To break the spell) he / she had to … 
➔ To solve the problem he / she must 

find / use / get … 
➔ Suddenly, there was / were …  
➔ He / she used all his / her power to … 
➔ Luckily, he / she was helped by … 
➔ It was so hard / dangerous / difficult to … 
➔ At the end … 

The ending 

Your task:  
Describe how the problem  
was solved. 
 
 
Notes only! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language help: 

➔ They lived happily ever after.  
➔ They celebrated … all night long.  
➔ They were so happy to … 
➔ They never … again. 

 

 

name:     date:  

 

 

6.1 

wo
rk
sh
ee
t

©
 F

rie
dr

ic
h 

Ve
rla

g 
G

m
bH

 | 
EN

G
LI

SC
H

 5
 –

10
 | 

40
 | 

20
17

 | 
Zu

m
 B

ei
tr

ag
 S

. 2
4–

27
 

Ad
ap

te
d 

fro
m

:  
Pa

rk
er

 F
illm

or
e:

 T
he

 S
ho

em
ak

er
‘s

 A
pr

on
: A

 S
ec

on
d 

Bo
ok

 o
f C

ze
ch

os
lo

va
k 

Fo
lk

 T
al

es
. N

ew
 Y

or
k:

 H
ar

co
ur

t, 
Br

ac
e 

an
d 

H
ow

e 
(1

92
0)

. 

The Twelve Months 
Find out more about the twelve months. Where do the names come from? 
 
There was once a woman who had two girls. One girl, Holena, was her own 
daughter. The other one, Marushka, was her stepchild. She loved her daughter 
Holena dearly, but she couldn’t even bear the sight of Marushka. Marushka was 
so much prettier than Holena. But Marushka didn’t know how pretty she was and 
never understood why her stepmother didn’t like her.   5 

Her stepmother made Marushka work hard and let her do everything around the 
house: She had to cook and wash, to spin, to take care of the garden and to look 
after the cow. Holena and her mother did nothing. They spent all their time taking 
care of themselves and sitting around like grand ladies. But Marushka never 
complained. She was very modest and did everything she was told. In spite of all 10 

the hard work she grew prettier from day to day. The stepmother was afraid. She 
thought „Soon the boys will come courting and once they see pretty Marushka, no 
one will ever pay attention at all to Holena!“ So she treated Marushka even worse. 
She and Holena made her work harder, they beat her and they didn’t give her 
enough to eat. But all to no avail: Marushka was as good and as sweet and as pretty 15 

as ever. 
One day in the middle of January Holena wished to have a bunch of fragrant 
violets. She ordered sharply: „Marushka! I want some fresh violets. Go out in the 
forest and get me some.“ Marushka cried: „My dear sister! What can you be 
thinking of? Whoever heard of violets growing under the snow in January?“ 20 

Holena shouted: “How dare you argue with me? Don’t be lazy! Off with you. And 
don't return without those violets!" So Marushka climbed slowly up the mountains, 
weeping bitterly. All around her was snow. Marushka wandered on and on, weak 
with hunger and shaking with cold. Suddenly she saw a glowing light ahead of 
her. She struggled towards it and saw a great fire that was burning on the top of 25 

the mountain. Around the fire were twelve stones, one of them was much bigger 
and higher than the rest. Twelve men were seated on these stones. They sat silently 
gazing at the fire. They were the Twelve Months. For a moment Marushka was 
frightened and hesitated. Then she asked politely: „Kind sirs, may I warm myself 
at your fire?“ Great January nodded his head and Marushka held her fingers 30 

towards the flames. „This is no place for you,“ Great January said. „Why are you 
here?“. „I am hunting for violets,“ Marushka answered. „Violets? This is no time 
to look for violets!“ „I know, Sir, but my sister Holena says I must bring her violets 
from the forests. Please, Sir, won’t you tell me where I can find some?“ Great 
January stood up and walked to March and said: „Here, March, you take the  35 

high seat.“ So March took the high seat. The fire blazed up and instantly the snow 
all around began to melt. The trees burst into bud; the grass revived; and it was 
spring! While Marushka looked, violets began to peep out from among the leaves. 
March cried: „Now, Marushka, there are your violets! Pick them quickly!“ 
Marushka was overjoyed. She gathered a great bunch and thanked the Months 40 

politely, and hurried away. Holena and her stepmother were surprised when they 
saw Marushka coming home with her hands full of violets, but Holena never 
thanked Marushka. 
The next day, Holena told Marushka: „Go out and get me some strawberries!“ She 
pushed Marushka out of the house. Again the girl climbed slowly up the mountain 45 

and wandered on and on, weak with hunger and shaking with cold. At last she saw 
ahead of her the glow of the same fire that she had seen the day before. With a 
happy heart she hastened to it. The Twelve Months were seated as before with 
Great January on the high seat. He asked „But Marushka, why are you here again?“ 
„I’m hunting for strawberies. Please, Sir, won’t you tell me where I can find 50 

some?” Marushka answered. Great January slowly stood up and said: “Here, June, 

28 29
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