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EINFACH SPRECHEN
Dieses Heft wird herausgegeben von Daniel Stotz.

12 Situations- und Hilfskarten (DIN A6, beidseitig)
für das Sprachendorf

1 Materialheft (DIN A4)
21 Kopiervorlagen zu den Unterrichtsideen

1A

2A

1B

2B

Food and more 

Situation
After a long shopping trip you are hungry and stop 

at a restaurant. You are happy to �nally sit down 

for a couple of minutes and get new energy for your 

next adventure in New York  City. 

Your task 
• Ask the waiter / waitress for the menu.

• When you order something to drink, keep in 

mind that the drinks always come with a lot of 

ice: Decide if you like that or if you would prefer 

your drink without ice.

• You don’t know what to order. Ask the waiter / 

waitress for help – ask for specials!

• Ask for salt and pepper.

• Ask for the bill, pay and say ”goodbye“.

New York City Souvenirs

Situation
 You’re out shopping. You want to buy some 

souvenirs to remember this great trip. 

Your task 
• You want to buy a black T-shirt for your sister, but 

you do not know her size. She is as tall as you. 

Describe what she looks like.

• Your mom should also get a present, but you do 

not really know what to get her. Ask the shop 

assistant for help. Keep in mind that your mother 

loves drinking co�ee.

• In your purse you have a 100 $ note but no coins 

or other notes.

New York City Souvenirs

Situation
You are a shop assistant in a souvenir shop. Today 

has already been a busy day and some products 

have already sold out. 

Your task:
• You have no more black T-shirts. Try to convince 

your customer to buy a white one. 

• Be helpful and polite and show your customer a 

lot of items. You think a mini Statue of Liberty is 

the best present ever! 

• Because your cash register has no small notes or 

coins left, you cannot accept notes over 50 $!

Food and more

Situation:
You work in a restaurant in New York. 

You are a waiter / waitress.

Your task:
• Ask your customer what he / she would like 

to drink.

• When you serve the drink, give your customer 

the menu.

• Help the customer to �nd something to eat. 

• Serve the main course and chat with your 

customer about how he / she likes NYC.

• Give the customer the bill and thank him / 

her for his / her visit to the restaurant.
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4B4A

3B3A

Hotel St. James

Situation
After a long trip, you �nally arrive at your hotel in 
New York City.

Your task 
• Unfortunately, you forgot to bring your booking 

con�rmation. But you remember that when you 
booked the hotel online, you were sent a 
booking con�rmation by email.

• Do not accept a room other than the one you 
have booked!

• You are very hungry and would like something 
to eat.

New York City Post O�ce 

Situation
After a couple of days in New York City you are 
at a post o�ce to mail postcards and a parcel 
to your friends and family.

Your task 
• You want to send two postcards to your friends. 

Lisa lives in France and Nils lives in Sweden.
• Also, it’s your grandmother‘s birthday in three 

days! Ask for the fastest way to send your parcel.
• One of your friends wants to send you a parcel 

with some maps and some brochures but your 
hotel cannot accept the parcel. Ask if there is 
another way to mail the parcel to you.

Hotel St. James

Situation:
You are a receptionist at the hotel St. James
in New York City. 

Your task:
• You cannot give out keys without having 

checked the booking con�rmation.
• There is one room left which can be booked now. 

Tell the tourist that he / she can book the room.
• The kitchen has already closed for the night. 

But there is a nice restaurant next door to the 
hotel. Tell the tourist how to get there.

New York City Post O�ce 

Situation:
You are an employee at the post o�ce.

Your task:
• Look at the price list for postcards. You can sell 

him / her the stamps today but it’s too late for 
the postcards to leave for Europe today.

• There are several ways to send a parcel, e.g. by 
express mail. Unfortunately, tomorrow is Inde-
pendence Day – a national holiday!

• Explain how he / she can rent a post o�ce box. 
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+
4A

4B

3A

3B

New York City Post O�ce
  A postcard to Europe costs …   I can sell you the stamps today but it’s too late for the postcards to leave for Europe today.  There are several ways to send the parcel. But un-fortunately, it’s Independence Day tomorrow – a national holiday. There will be no postal services.   You could rent a post o�ce box. If you wanted to rent one, �rst you would have to … then you should … and �nally your friend would be able to …

Hotel St. James
  Hello, … 
  I’m really sorry, but …  I forgot to bring my booking con�rmation.  I booked online and I remember you emailing me a booking con�rmation.   No, I’m not prepared to accept …  I’m really hungry. Is it possible to order some ?

New York City Post O�ce
  I would like to send a postcard to …  What is the fastest way to send a parcel to …?  My friend wants to send me a parcel with … But my hotel says they won’t accept it for me. Would it be possible for my friend to send the parcel to a post o�ce and for me to pick it up from there? 

Hotel St. James
  I’m sorry, Mrs / Mr …, but I’m not allowed to give you the keys without having checked the booking con�rmation.  There is one room left which you could book now if you like.

  The room is equipped with … (a TV, a whirlpool, …)   The kitchen is closed. But there is a nice restaurant not far from here.  First, you … Then you … After that you … You have to …

Statue of Liberty

Situation
You live in New York. You are in a café and a tourist 

starts a conversation with you. 

Your task
• Tell the tourist that he / she is right. Tell him / 

her that there are basically two ways to see the 

Statue of Liberty by ferry. You can take the Staten 

Island ferry, which is free, or go on an expensive 

Liberty Island Cruise.

• Tell the tourist about the two di�erent ways 

to see the Statue of Liberty – you do not know 

departure times but remember that the ferries 

leave quite regularly.

• Tell the tourist to enjoy his / her stay. Tell him / 

her that there will always be enough time later 

to book a Liberty Island Cruise if he / she is not 

happy with the free-ferry experience.

Statue of Liberty

Situation
You want to visit the Statue of Liberty. A good friend, 

who visited NYC last summer, told you to take the 

Staten Island ferry to get there. You are in a café and 

start a conversation with the person next to you. You 

hope he/she can help you with the information you 

need.

Your task 
• Ask the person next to you for help. Tell him/her 

that you’ve heard of di�erent ways to see the 

Statue of Liberty.

• Ask the person if he / she knows how much the 

Statue of Liberty cruise costs.

• Tell the person that you are very grateful for his / 

her help and that you can’t wait to �nally see the 

Statue of Liberty

CVS Pharmacy

Situation:
You work in a pharmacy. Help your customer with 

his / her problems and concerns. 

Your task:
• Ask the patient how she / he is feeling.

• Ask the patient if he / she has any other 

symptoms.

• Tell your patient what he / she probably has and 

give him/her either some speci�c medicine or 

just some supplements.

• Ask the patient if he / she is allergic to anything 

(if he/she is, there are some medicines you are 

not allowed to give him / her).

• Tell the patient how often he / she has to take the 

medicine or the supplements.

• Ask the patient if he / she is interested in a loyalty 

card to save a couple of dollars on his / her next 

purchase.

CVS Pharmacy

Situation
During your trip to NYC you feel sick. You go to a 

pharmacy because you want to feel better as fast 

as possible, since you want to see and do so much 

more during your time in New York. 

Your task 
• Tell the pharmacist what you are doing in New 

York and for how long you haven’t been feeling 

well. 

• Tell the pharmacist how you feel or what hurts.

• Ask how often you have to take the medicine. 

• Decide if you want a loyalty card: Keep in mind 

that this is your �rst trip to the US and you have 

no idea if you’ll ever get a chance to revisit!

6B
6A

5B
5A
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+Statue of Liberty

  Excuse me, could you help me, please? / 
May I ask you some questions?

  I’ve heard about di�erent ways to go and see the 
Statue of Liberty.

  Do you know how much the Statue of Liberty 
cruise costs?

  Thank you very much for your help. / Thanks for 
your help. I’m glad you were able to help me … 
I can’t wait to see the Statue of Liberty.

Statue of Liberty

  That’s right / You are right.
  There are two ways to see the Statue of Liberty:

1. You can take the Staten Island ferry. 
It’s free.

2. Or you can take the Statue of Liberty cruise. 
You have to buy a ticket.

  Enjoy your stay. / Have a great time in New York!
  You can still book the cruise after you’ve been on 

the free ferry. / You can still book the cruise
later on.

CVS Pharmacy

  Hello my name is …
  I’m on holiday / vacation …
  I don’t fell well, my …
  I think, I have a cold / fever
  My leg hurts

CVS Pharmac

  Hello, how can I help you?
  How do you feel?
  Do you have any other symptoms?
  I think you have …
  You have to take the medicine for … 
  Are you interested in a loyalty card? 

6A6B

5A5B

At a cupcake shop
Situation:
You own a small cupcake shop near Times Square. 
Today isn’t very busy, so you are happy to talk with 
a customer!

Your task:
• Tell the person how he / she can save up to 

70% by buying tickets at a TKTS ticket booth. 
You happen to have a business card with the 
opening hours of the TKTS ticket booth at Times 
Square. Tell the person about the opening hours. 
Remember to warn him / her that there might be 
long lines.

• Recommend the musicals “Annie” or “Once”. 
Tell him / her about the shows and add that there 
are so many shows worth seeing.• Tell him/her about the Ferris wheel in the 

“Toys’R’Us” store and that it is fun to visit the 
 Disney and M & M stores. The lights on Times 
Square can be overwhelming!

At a cupcake shop
Situation
You stop for a treat at a small cupcake shop. There 
are not many people in the shop, which is why you 
start a conversation with the shop owner. 

Your task 
• Tell him / her about your interest in Broadway 

shows and that you would really like to go and 
see a show while you’re in New York.

• Tell the person that you’re worried about the 
ticket prices.• Thank the shop owner for the TKTS info and ask 

him/her if he / she can recommend any shows.
• Since you are talking to a local, take advantage 

of the opportunity and ask for anything else 
worth seeing!

Rockefeller Center
Situation:
You live in New York. You are enjoying your lunch 
break and the nice weather in a park. The person 
next to you starts a conversation with you. He / She 
is in NYC for the �rst time. You are happy to help 
him / her with his / her questions.

Your task:
• Ask the person where he / she is from. Help the 

tourist by answering his / her questions.
• There are multiple options to see the city from 

above: the Rockefeller Center or the Empire State 
Building.

• Tell the tourist that you would visit the Rocke-
feller Center – the platform is called “Top of the 
Rocks”. 

• It costs about $30. They are open from 8 am until 
midnight.

• Tell him / her how quiet and small the city looks 
from the top of the Rockefeller Center!

8B

8A

7B

7A

Rockefeller Center
Situation
You want to �nd a place with a good view of the 
whole city. You start talking to a person in a park. 
He/She is a New Yorker and can help you to �nd the 
right place. 

Your task 
• Tell the person next to you that you are visiting 

NYC for the �rst time and are looking for a place 
with a good view of the whole city.

• Ask how much it costs to go visit “Top of the 
Rocks”. Ask the New Yorker for all the important 
facts. Does he/she know the opening hours?

©
 F

R
IE

D
R

IC
H

 V
E

R
LA

G
 G

M
B

H
 I 

E
N

G
LI

S
C

H
 I 

39
 I 

20
17

 I 
IC

O
N

S
: K

at
rin

 G
er

st
le

©
 F

R
IE

D
R

IC
H

 V
E

R
LA

G
 G

M
B

H
 I 

E
N

G
LI

S
C

H
 I 

39
 I 

20
17

 I 
IC

O
N

S
: K

at
rin

 G
er

st
le

©
 F

R
IE

D
R

IC
H

 V
E

R
LA

G
 G

M
B

H
 I 

E
N

G
LI

S
C

H
 I 

39
 I 

20
17

 I 
IC

O
N

S
: K

at
rin

 G
er

st
le

©
 F

R
IE

D
R

IC
H

 V
E

R
LA

G
 G

M
B

H
 I 

E
N

G
LI

S
C

H
 I 

39
 I 

20
17

 I 
IC

O
N

S
: K

at
rin

 G
er

st
le

West�eld World Trade 

Shopping Center

Situation:
You are a shop assistant in a clothing store at West-

�eld World Trade Shopping Center. 

Your task:
• Tell your customer something about the T-shirts 

and the shoes you are selling. 

• Help him / her with the American sizes. 

You might have to check the size chart.

• Explain how he / she can get to the food court. 

Maybe you’re hungry, too, and about to go for 

your lunch break.

West�eld World Trade 

Shopping Center

Situation
You want to spend a day at the shopping mall. 

It is a new and exciting experience for you. 

Your task 
• Decide if you want to look for a t-shirt or 

some shoes.

• You don’t know your American size. 

Ask the shop assistant for help. 

• After a long day of shopping you’re hungry. 

Ask the shop assistant for the way 

to the food court.

At the subway station

Situation:
You work at an information desk at Grand Central 

Station and are happy to help anyone who has 

a question!

Your task:
• Use the subway map to explain which trains the 

tourist has to take to get to Ground Zero. Tell 

him/her where and when he / she has to change 

trains or subway stations. Make him / her aware 

that when getting on or o� a train, he / she has 

to watch the gap between the train and the 

platform.

• Show the tourist a price list and explain how 

to get a ticket at a ticket machine.

• Tell the customer that he / she does not have 

to worry about local or express trains, since the 

stop “World Trade Center” is the last / �nal stop 

on that route.

At the subway station

Situation
You are at Grand Central Station and want to take 

the subway to the World Trade Center to visit 

Ground Zero. Unfortunately, the subway system

is quite confusing for you. Go to an information desk 

and ask for help!

Your task 
• Ask for help at the information desk. Tell the 

person where you want to go.

• Ask how much one trip costs and if you can 

save money when buying a round-trip ticket.

In addition ask how to actually get a ticket.

• Tell the person at the information desk about 

a friend who got all confused about local and 

express trains. Ask the person if you have 

to pay special attention to local or express trains 

to get to Ground Zero.

10B

10A

9B
9A
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+At the police station
  Excuse me, some of my things have been 
 stolen. / Can you help me, please?  Description: Man / woman, tall / short, brown /  

blond / black hair, he / she was wearing: jeans / 
a hoody / a sweater / a jacket …  Describing the missing items: My purse is … 

My camera is …, …  I remember that …   Thank you for your help!  When am I going to hear from you about the 
missing items? I am going back home in … days.

At the police station
  What happened?  Can you please spell your name?  What is missing? Can you please describe your 
bag / purse / …?  What did the pickpocket look like?  Do you remember anything else? / Is there 

anything else that you remember?

At a �ea market
  Look at this …!  What I really like about this … is that …

  The other thing I like about it is that …
  This is great!
  15 dollars is way too expensive! No way!
  Talk to the seller.  I would really like to stay longer / I want to �nd 
something for …  That sounds like a good idea.

At a �ea market
  What is that?
  I don’t like this at all. It isn’t pretty / useful /  
tasteful / …

  It is old. / It looks used. / It smells funny. …
  I’ve been looking for this CD forever!  This is awesome, totally worth the money!

  I want to have an ice cream …  Let’s …
  Okay, that sounds … 

12A

12B

11A

11B

LERNEN & ÜBEN
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Prompt cards starter set 
1. Read the questions and make sure that you understand them. 

Check your textbook or a dictionary for help. 
2. Practise saying the questions. 
 
Work with a partner. 
 

How are you today? How old are you? 

Where do you live? What are your hobbies? 

When’s your birthday? What’s your favourite animal? 

What’s your favourite colour? What’s your favourite 
school subject? 

Do you like pizza? What’s your favourite …? 

Do you like reading? Do you like …? 

Do you like sports? Do you like learning English? 

Do you have any brothers or sisters? What makes you happy? 

What makes you sad? What makes you angry? 

What languages do you speak? What was your first word? 

Which classroom rules are 
easy to follow? 

Which classroom rules are 
hard to follow? 

Where were you born? Tell me something about  
your town or your village. 

Tell me something about  
your favourite animal. Tell me something about … 

2
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Prompt cards starter set 
1. Read the questions and make sure that you understand them. 

Check your textbook or a dictionary for help. 
2. Practise saying the questions. 
 
Work with a partner. 
 

How are you today? How old are you? 

Where do you live? What are your hobbies? 

When’s your birthday? What’s your favourite animal? 

What’s your favourite colour? What’s your favourite 
school subject? 

Do you like pizza? What’s your favourite …? 

Do you like reading? Do you like …? 

Do you like sports? Do you like learning English? 

Do you have any brothers or sisters? What makes you happy? 

What makes you sad? What makes you angry? 

What languages do you speak? What was your first word? 

Which classroom rules are 
easy to follow? 

Which classroom rules are 
hard to follow? 

Where were you born? Tell me something about  
your town or your village. 

Tell me something about  
your favourite animal. Tell me something about … 

3
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Prompt cards add-on set 
1. Read the questions and make sure that you understand them.  

Check your textbook or a dictionary for help. 
2. Practise saying the questions. 
 
Work with a partner. 
 

What time do you normally get up 
at the weekend? What time do you go to bed? 

What time …? Are you going to go away for your  
next summer holidays? (Where …?) 

Who's your best friend? What did you do last weekend? 

What are you going to do  
next weekend? 

Do you help with 
jobs around the house? 

Do you have any plans for your future? 
 

Do you know any poems by heart? 
 

Do you like working in a team? Do you …? 

Are you creative? Are you good at maths? 

Are you good at French? Are you good at …? 

Are you interested in technology? Are you interested in …? 

Are you …? When did you last read a book or a 
magazine? (What was it about?) 

Can you play an instrument? 
(Which …?) 

Can you cook? 
(What …?) 

Can you …? What’s your favourite subject? (Why?) 

What’s your favourite movie? (Why?) … 

name:     date:  
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1.3 name:   date:  

 

Speaking checklist  

Read the sentences. Tick () what is true for __________________ (name). 
 
1. He / She understands the questions. 
 □ never   □ sometimes   □ always 
 
2. He / She gives good answers. 
 □ never   □ sometimes   □ always 
   
3. He / She speaks clearly. 
 □ never   □ sometimes   □ always 
 
4. He / She knows the words that he / she needs to talk about the topic. 
 □ never   □ sometimes   □ always 
 
5. He / She ___________________________________________________.  
 □ never   □ sometimes   □ always 
 

Speaking checklist  

Read the sentences. Tick () what is true for __________________ (name). 
 
1. He / She understands the questions. 
 □ never   □ sometimes   □ always 
 
2. He / She gives good answers. 
 □ never   □ sometimes   □ always 
   
3. He / She speaks clearly. 
 □ never   □ sometimes   □ always 
 
4. He / She knows the words that he / she needs to talk about the topic. 
 □ never   □ sometimes   □ always 
 
5. He / She ___________________________________________________.  
 □ never   □ sometimes   □ always 
 

4
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3.1

7

Bilder: Pommes frites: Pexels / pixabay; Kuchen: Einladung_zum_Essen / pixabay; Suppe: Einladung_zum_Essen/ pixabay; Hamburger: Meditations / pixabay; Wasser mit Zitrone: Photo-Mix / pixabay; Uhr: obpia30 / pixabay; Steak: saritjokro / pixabay;  
Muffin: Meditations / pixabay; Frühstück: Einladung_zum_Essen/ pixabay; Toast: stevepb  / pixabay; Pizza: Meditations / pixabay; Pasta: RitaE / pixabay; Brezeln: hansbenn / pixabay; Obst: romanov / pixabay; 
Teller mit Ei und Spinat: WerbeFabrik / pixabay; Lunchbox: jelly / pixabay; Person an Tisch: rawpixel / pixabay; Blume aus Gemüse: congerdesign / pixabay 

1. What’s your  
favourite food? 

2. What’s your  
favourite dessert? 

3. What’s your  
favourite starter? 

4. What do you  
like to eat for breakfast? 

5. What’s your 
favourite drink? 

6. What’s your  
favourite main dish? 

7. Please name  
three different kinds of dessert. 

8. What do you  
usually eat for dinner? 

9. When do you  
usually eat dinner? 
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      Corner card 1: sleep-over party 
Situation: Imagine you and your friends want to have a sleep-over party at his / her house.  
What would you like to eat and bring? Think about food you like and things you might need.  
Plan your party carefully. 
 
➔ Think about these questions: 

– Who do you invite? 
– When does it start? 
– Where do you meet? 
– What food / drinks / decorations do you need? 

      Corner card 2: potluck dinner 
Situation: Imagine you want to have a potluck dinner with your friends.  
Think about your favourite food and things you might need for the evening.  
Talk to your classmates and plan your potluck dinner carefully. 
 
➔ Think about these questions: 

– Who do you invite? 
– When does it start? 
– Where do you meet? 
– What food / drinks / decorations do you need? 

      Corner card 3: picnic 
Situation: Imagine you want to have a picnic with your classmates. 
Think about food you want to eat and things you might need for your picnic. 
Talk to your classmates and plan your picnic carefully. 
 
➔  Think about these questions: 

– Who do you invite? 
– When does it start? 
– Where do you meet? 
– What food / drinks / decorations do you need? 

      Corner card 4: birthday dinner  
Situation: Imagine you and your classmates want to have a special birthday dinner for one of your friends.  
Think about special food and decide on things/ food you need to buy or bring. 
Talk to your classmates and plan your special birthday dinner carefully. 
 
➔ Think about these questions: 

– Who do you invite? 
– When does it start? 
– Where do you meet? 
– What food / drinks / decorations do you need? 

 

3.2 

3.2 

3.2 

3.2 
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What could the fish do…? 

 
 
1. On your own:  

– Find three more things the fish needs to do before it gets eaten by Sherman, 
the shark. Note them down. 

➔ Example: the fish needs to meet a friend 

– ____________________________________________________________ 

– ____________________________________________________________ 

– ____________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Get together in pairs:  

– Agree on three ideas and write a script into your notebook.   
– Act out your scenes. 

➔ Example:  

 
 
 
 
 

➔ Be creative! You may include more characters, e.g the fish’s friend,  
Sherman’s wife, …  

➔ For fast finishers only: Find a title for each scene. 
 

3. Present your dialogues in class. 
 

Language help: fish 
➔ Aren’t you allowed to …?  
➔ I think it should be possible to ….;  
➔ Can I first ….?  
➔ My last wish is to…. 
➔ I really need to… 

Language help: shark 
➔ You’re right.  
➔ Oh yeah? 
➔ What do you mean?  
➔ Hurry up, please.  
➔ That’ll do.  
➔ Come on now…  

Oh, sorry, I need to see 
my friend Larry first … 
Aren’t you allowed one 

last visit? 
Uh. I’m not sure …  

Does he live nearby? 

name:     date:  
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4.1 name:     date:  

 

Augh! Shark! 
1. Look at the pictures and decide if it is a cartoon or a comic strip. 
2. Describe the pictures to your partner. Use the words below. 
3. Explain what is happening. 
 

 
Cartoon or Comic Strip?  
Cartoons show one moment in the life of a 
character in a single, stand-alone panel. It is 
almost always funny. 
 
Comic Strips usually tell their stories in three to 
five panels. The panels are sequenced and in a 
row. They’re published in thousands of 
newspapers around the world. 

Good to know  
panel: the individual pictures of a comic strip 
balloon: the speech bubbles in comics 

language (speech bubbles is also 
fine…) 

 
 
 

Augh! Shark! 
1. Look at the pictures below and decide if it is a cartoon or a comic strip. 
2. Describe the pictures to your neighbor. Use the words below. 
3. Explain what is happening. 
 

 

Cartoon or Comic Strip?  
Cartoons show one moment in the life of a 
character in a single, stand-alone panel. It is 
almost always funny. 
 
Comic Strips usually tell their stories in three to 
five panels. The panels are sequenced and in a 
row. They’re published in thousands of 
newspapers around the world. 

Good to know  
panel: the individual pictures of a comic strip 
balloon: the speech bubbles in comics 

language (speech bubbles is also 
fine…) 
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 worksheet 

4.4 
N

am
e: 

 
 

D
atum

: 
 

 
Them

a:  

 M
y dog ate m

y hom
ew

ork! 
Pick one of the follow

ing situations and create five excuses. D
raw

 them
 in your note book. 

 
– 

Y
our m

other w
ants you to do your hom

ew
ork. E

xplain w
hy you can’t do it right now

. 
 

– 
Y

our teacher asks you to present your hom
ew

ork. E
xplain w

hy you don’t have it. 
 

 
  

 

Language help: m
aking excuses 

➔
 I couldn’t do m

y hom
ew

ork because…
  

➔
 First …

, then …
, suddenly…

  
➔
 I really w

anted to do m
y hom

ew
ork but …

 
➔
 I am

 very sorry that I did not do m
y hom

ew
ork but …

 
➔
 It w

as a case of em
ergency.  

➔
 I just didn’t know

 how
 to …

  
➔
 I cannot finish m

y hom
ew

ork right now
, I first have to…

   
➔
 I urgently need to …

 
 M

y dog ate m
y hom

ew
ork! 

Pick one of the follow
ing situations and create five excuses. D

raw
 them

 in your note book. 
 

– 
Y

our m
other w

ants you to do your hom
ew

ork. E
xplain w

hy you can’t do it right now
. 

 
– 

Y
our teacher asks you to present your hom

ew
ork. E

xplain w
hy you don’t have it. 

 
 

  
 

Language help: m
aking excuses 

➔
 I couldn’t do m

y hom
ew

ork because…
  

➔
 First …

, then …
, suddenly…

  
➔
 I really w

anted to do m
y hom

ew
ork but …

 
➔
 I am

 very sorry that I did not do m
y hom

ew
ork but …

 
➔
 It w

as a case of em
ergency.  

➔
 I just didn’t know

 how
 to …

  
➔
 I cannot finish m

y hom
ew

ork right now
, I first have to…

   
➔
 I urgently need to …

 

I urgently need to …
 

I am
 very sorry that I did not do 

m
y hom

ew
ork but …

 

I urgently need to …
 

I am
 very sorry that I did not do 

m
y hom

ew
ork but …

 

 4.3 worksheet
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4.4 Name:   Datum:   Thema:  

 

My dog ate my homework! 
Pick one of the following situations and create five excuses. Draw them in your note book. 
 

– Your mother wants you to do your homework. Explain why you can’t do it right now. 
 

– Your teacher asks you to present your homework. Explain why you don’t have it. 
 

 
 
 

 

Language help: making excuses 

➔ I couldn’t do my homework because…  
➔ First …, then …, suddenly…  
➔ I really wanted to do my homework but … 
➔ I am very sorry that I did not do my homework but … 
➔ It was a case of emergency.  
➔ I just didn’t know how to …  
➔ I cannot finish my homework right now, I first have to…   
➔ I urgently need to … 
 

My dog ate my homework! 
Pick one of the following situations and create five excuses. Draw them in your note book. 
 

– Your mother wants you to do your homework. Explain why you can’t do it right now. 
 

– Your teacher asks you to present your homework. Explain why you don’t have it. 
 

 
 
 

 

Language help: making excuses 

➔ I couldn’t do my homework because…  
➔ First …, then …, suddenly…  
➔ I really wanted to do my homework but … 
➔ I am very sorry that I did not do my homework but … 
➔ It was a case of emergency.  
➔ I just didn’t know how to …  
➔ I cannot finish my homework right now, I first have to…   
➔ I urgently need to … 

I urgently need to … I am very sorry that I did not do 
my homework but … 

I urgently need to … I am very sorry that I did not do 
my homework but … 
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Welcome to our language village 
You have the chance to get to know a language village.  
You are in New York City and have a lot to do! 

All in all, you can visit 12 stations.  
Visit at least 8 stations.  
Please tick (√) after every station.  
 
 
 
My name: ________________________  My partner’s name:  __________________________ 
 
 

No. Name of the station 
We visited this station 

(√) 
Did I like it? 
  

1 Food and more   

2 New York City Souvenirs   

3 Hotel St. James   

4 New York City Post Office   

5 CVS pharmacy   

6 Statue of Liberty   

7 Rockefeller Center   

8 At a cupcake shop   

9 At the subway station   

10 Westfield World Trade Shopping Center   

11 At a flea market   

12 At the police station   

 
 
 
After you’ve finished your stations, answer the following questions:  
1. Which station did you like best and why?  

2. What could be changed for the next language village? 

3. What did you find easy about the stations, and what did you find difficult?  
Talk about the topics, tasks, the scenario, materials etc. 

15

At a cupcake shop

TKTS Opening hours

Mon 3 – 8pm

Tue 2 – 8pm

Wed 3 – 8pm

Thu 3 – 8pm

Fri 3 – 8pm

Sat 3 – 8pm

Sun 11am – 7pm

Food and more 

MENU

Healthy choices
Mixed Green Salad
roasted shallot-sherry vinaigrette $12.00

Kale Caesar Salad
creamy garlic dressing,  
shaved parmesan cheese $15.00

Soup
French Onion Soup Gratin 
Gruyère cheese, croutons $11.00

Burgers
Beef Burger 
our Famous Eight Ounce Burger $20.00

Cheeseburger 
burger topped with American cheese  $18.00

Pizza

Plain White 
mozzarella, ricotta, romano cheese, 
talian spices, garlic infused oil. no sauce $18.00

Chicken Parmigiana and Tomato
chicken Parmesan pizza topped  
with diced fresh tomatoes $20.00

Drinks

Cold Drinks
Water $1.80
Apple juice $2.30
Root beer $2.10
Coke $2.10

Hot Drinks 
Coffee $3.00 
Tea $3.00

Beers 
Budweiser $3.00 
Bud Light $2.90

1

9

8

At the subway station

Fare Information

One-ride fare $2.75

Pay-Per-Ride MetroCard $5.50

Refill your Pay-Per-Ride MetroCard:  
Add $5.50 or more to get a 5% bonus!

Unlimited Ride MetroCard (7 days) $32.00

The MetroCard is a prepaid plastic card which you 
use to pay for your rides.
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Statue of Liberty

Staten Island Ferry

• It’s free.

• Every 30 min. (every 15 minutes during rush 
hour) departure to Staten Island

• From Battery Park

• No secret  lots of people choose  
the ferry to see the statue 

• On the ferry go to the front (best photos)

• Leave the ferry at Staten Island

• Go through the terminal and back on  
the ferry to Battery Park (see Statue  
of Liberty from the other side)

• Also get pictures of the Manhattan skyline

At the subway station

Directions
from Grand Central Terminal to Ground Zero

1st option:
Take the 7  train to 42nd Street Times Square.

Walk through the underground to 42nd Street Penn Station.

Take the E  train downtown to the World Trade Center.

2nd option:

Take either the 4  or 5  train via Crown Heights.

Exit at Fulton Street and walk via Cortlandt Street and  

Greenwich Street to the WTC. The walk takes about  

10 minutes.
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Grand Central

Times 
Square

Fulton Street

Street 
Penn 
Station

World 
Trade 
Center

7

7

E

4
5

Statue of Liberty

Liberty Island Cruise

Ticket Price with Audio Tour

Adults $18

Seniors 62+ $14

Children 4 – 12 $9

Children < 4 No tickets required

From Battery Park

Your ticket includes:
• Priority boarding, which saves you  

waiting time at the departure point.
• Access to the grounds of Liberty Island  

and Ellis Island.
• Audio tours of Liberty Island and Ellis Island.
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New York City Post Office: 

postage rates and prices

United States (domestic) Europe (international)

postcard $0,30 $0,70

letter $0,40 $0,80

Small parcel $2,50 $5,00 

parcel $4,50 $7,00 

2 10

4

New York City Souvenirs  / Westfield World Trade Shopping Center

Shoe sizes Clothes sizes
WOMEN MEN WOMEN MEN

EU USA EU USA EU USA EU USA

35 4 39 6 ½ 32 4 32 42
35 – 36 5 40 7 34 6 34 44
36 5 ½ 40 – 41 7 ½ 36 8 36 48
36 – 37 6 41 8 38 10 38 48
37 6 ½ 41 – 42 8 ½ 40 12 40 50
37-38 7 42 9 42 14 42 52
38 7 ½ 42 – 43 9 ½ 44 16 44 54
38-39 8 43 10 46 18 46 56
39 8 ½ 43 – 44 10 ½ 48 20 48 58
39 – 40 9 44 11
40 9 ½ 44 – 45 11 ½
40 – 41 10 45 12
41 10 ½ 46 13
41 – 42 11 47 14
42 11 ½ 48 15
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What is a post office box?

Post office boxes are boxes located at a post office.  
You can rent them and have mail delivered there.

How do I get a post office box?
• Rent it online or ask a clerk at a post office.
• Pick a size and a rental time. Sizes go 

from XS to XL.
• Give your name and address and pay 

for the post box. You need two forms of  
identification, i.g. ID and driver’s license.
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 6.1 worksheet
© Friedrich Verlag GmbH | Englisch 5–10 | Heft 39 | 2017 | Zum Beitrag S. 24–27 
Quelle: Screenshots aus dem Kurzfilm Lost Birthday Girl. Frankreich (2015). Regie: Anouk Boyer Mazal.  

 Stills 
1. Look closely at the still images. Predict what the short film might be about.  

Take notes. You can also write down questions you might have. 
2. Share your ideas with a partner. Add new ideas. 

  

 

Making predictions 

➔ I think the short film is 
about ..., because ... 

➔ The short film will probably 
be about ..., because ... 

➔ I suppose the central 
character is ...  

➔ The action might take place 
in/at ... 

➔ Maybe it is a thriller / 
mystery / love story ... 

➔ I guess ... / My guess is 
that ... 

  

© Friedrich Verlag GmbH | Englisch 5–10 | Heft 39 | 2017 | Zum Beitrag S. 24–27 
 

 

6.3 
nam

e: 
 

 
date: 

 

                       Language support: Talking about the short film
 

➔
 I think the short film

 is about ..., because ... 
➔
 The central character is ... 

➔
 I guess from

 the w
ay she m

oves, ... 
➔
 I can tell by the look on her face that ... 

➔
 I can tell ... is   sad            because …

 
    angry 
    frustrated 

➔
 I think it’s   strange      that ... 

          confusing 
          w

eird 
➔
 The short film

 m
ade m

e sad because …
 

➔
 The short film

 m
ade m

e think about ... 
➔
 The short film

 show
s view

ers w
hat it’s like ... 

➔
 There are a lot of close-ups in the film

. This helps to ... 
➔
 W

hat surprised m
e w

as ... 
➔
 I didn’t get w

hy ... 
➔
 The soundtrack is used to ... 

Language support: Exchanging ideas/predictions 
➔
 H

ow
 did you get that idea? 

➔
 W

hy do you think that? 
➔
 I quite like your ideas. 

➔
 That’s the sam

e idea I had. 
➔
 Listen to m

y predictions. 
➔
 I haven’t looked at it that w

ay. 
➔
 B

ut don’t you think …
? 

Language support: M
aking predictions 

➔
 I think the short film

 is about ..., because ... 
➔
 The short film

 w
ill probably be about ..., because ... 

➔
 I suppose the central character is ... 

➔
 The action m

ight take place in / at ... 
➔
 M

aybe it is a thriller / m
ystery / love story ... 

➔
 I guess ... / M

y guess is that ... 

© Friedrich Verlag GmbH | Englisch 5–10 | Heft 39 | 2017 |  
Zum Beitrag S. 24–27 

6.2 

6.2 

© Friedrich Verlag GmbH | Englisch 5–10 | Heft 39 | 2017 |  
Zum Beitrag S. 24–27 

18

18139-M
A

T_E51039_M
aterialheft.indd   18

03.08.2017   16:31:49

17

9

66

Statue of Liberty

Staten Island Ferry

• It’s free.

• Every 30 min. (every 15 minutes during rush 
hour) departure to Staten Island

• From Battery Park

• No secret  lots of people choose  
the ferry to see the statue 

• On the ferry go to the front (best photos)

• Leave the ferry at Staten Island

• Go through the terminal and back on  
the ferry to Battery Park (see Statue  
of Liberty from the other side)

• Also get pictures of the Manhattan skyline

At the subway station

Directions
from Grand Central Terminal to Ground Zero

1st option:
Take the 7  train to 42nd Street Times Square.

Walk through the underground to 42nd Street Penn Station.

Take the E  train downtown to the World Trade Center.

2nd option:

Take either the 4  or 5  train via Crown Heights.

Exit at Fulton Street and walk via Cortlandt Street and  

Greenwich Street to the WTC. The walk takes about  

10 minutes.
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Grand Central

Times 
Square

Fulton Street

Street 
Penn 
Station

World 
Trade 
Center

7

7

E

4
5

Statue of Liberty

Liberty Island Cruise

Ticket Price with Audio Tour

Adults $18

Seniors 62+ $14

Children 4 – 12 $9

Children < 4 No tickets required

From Battery Park

Your ticket includes:
• Priority boarding, which saves you  

waiting time at the departure point.
• Access to the grounds of Liberty Island  

and Ellis Island.
• Audio tours of Liberty Island and Ellis Island.
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New York City Post Office: 

postage rates and prices

United States (domestic) Europe (international)

postcard $0,30 $0,70

letter $0,40 $0,80

Small parcel $2,50 $5,00 

parcel $4,50 $7,00 

2 10

4

New York City Souvenirs  / Westfield World Trade Shopping Center

Shoe sizes Clothes sizes
WOMEN MEN WOMEN MEN

EU USA EU USA EU USA EU USA

35 4 39 6 ½ 32 4 32 42
35 – 36 5 40 7 34 6 34 44
36 5 ½ 40 – 41 7 ½ 36 8 36 48
36 – 37 6 41 8 38 10 38 48
37 6 ½ 41 – 42 8 ½ 40 12 40 50
37-38 7 42 9 42 14 42 52
38 7 ½ 42 – 43 9 ½ 44 16 44 54
38-39 8 43 10 46 18 46 56
39 8 ½ 43 – 44 10 ½ 48 20 48 58
39 – 40 9 44 11
40 9 ½ 44 – 45 11 ½
40 – 41 10 45 12
41 10 ½ 46 13
41 – 42 11 47 14
42 11 ½ 48 15

©
 F

R
IE

D
R

IC
H

 V
E

R
LA

G
 G

M
B

H
 I 

E
N

G
LI

S
C

H
 I 

39
 I 

20
17

 I 
IC

O
N

S
: K

at
rin

 G
er

st
le

©
 F

R
IE

D
R

IC
H

 V
E

R
LA

G
 G

M
B

H
 I 

E
N

G
LI

S
C

H
 I 

39
 I 

20
17

 I 
IC

O
N

S
: K

at
rin

 G
er

st
le

What is a post office box?

Post office boxes are boxes located at a post office.  
You can rent them and have mail delivered there.

How do I get a post office box?
• Rent it online or ask a clerk at a post office.
• Pick a size and a rental time. Sizes go 

from XS to XL.
• Give your name and address and pay 

for the post box. You need two forms of  
identification, i.g. ID and driver’s license.
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2 Cue Cards (DIN A5)
Communication  
strategies

IN DER HEFTMITTE

   

   

Communication strategiesWas tun, wenn den Lernenden Wörter oder Ausdrücke fehlen?Ablauf 
  Zusammen mit den Lernenden wird besprochen, 

was sie tun können, wenn ihnen ein Ausdruck fehlt. 
  Gemeinsam werden Ideen aufgelistet, dann stellt 

die Lehrperson die blaue Cue Card mit Strategien vor. 
  Die Cue Card liegt während Sprechaktivitäten gut 

sichtbar auf dem Tisch.   Es lohnt sich, die Strategien wiederholt zu thematisieren und zu reflektieren.

Die Lernenden können …   das Wort pantomimisch darstellen  ein Platzhalterwort nutzen, z.B. „thingy“  um Hilfe bitten
  risikobereit ein ähnliches, gar erfundenes Wort verwenden

Weitere Strategien   Die Lernenden ergänzen die Sammlung mit eigenen 
Strategien, z.B.
  ein Wort umschreiben (describe the word)  ein Wort zeichnen (draw the word)  auf den Gegenstand zeigen (point to the object)
  eine andere Sprache nutzen (switch to another 

language)

Communication strategiesWhat can you do if you don’t know a word?

Cue card

Cue card

A
ut

or
in

ne
n:

 L
au

ra
 L

od
er

 B
üc

he
l &

 S
ilv

ia
 F

ra
nk

 S
ch

m
id

; I
ns

pi
ra

tio
n 

vo
n 

Th
or

nb
ur

y 
20

05
, 2

9.
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Use an all-purpose word  … this “thingy” you need to …  It’s a “watchacallit”…   Well, it’s like “stuff” …

Take risks and take an 
intelligent guess
  You need “Kreide” to draw on the 

ground.
  Everybody has to “aufpass” – help 

clean up!
  I think it’s called …

Use gestures 
or mime the word

Ask for help or clarification  Excuse me, what’s “zeichnen” in English?
  Sorry, can you help me, please?  Do you know what I mean?

18139-000_E51039_S02-03_Inhalt.indd   2 03.08.2017   16:38:52



© FRIEDRICH VERLAG GmbH I ENGLISCH 5 – 10 I Heft 39 I 2017 I Zeichnung: Hendrik Kranenberg

KLASSE 7 / 8

		  SABRINA KRAUSE 

	12	 Vom stop-and-swap zum classroom chat  
		  �Im Schreibgespräch die Dialogfähigkeit fördern

		  NIKOLA MAYER 

	16	 Modern survival skills
		  �Ausreden für einen Comic-Helden finden

KLASSE 9 / 10

		  MARTIN BASTKOWSKI, CHARLOTTE GRAUN, 
		  LARA SOPHIE SCHOLZ & LENA SOPHIE SCHRÖTER 

	20	 A language village  
		�  Ein Sprachendorf zu New York City durchführen

		  NADINE FRENZEL & ROSWITHA HENSELER

	24	 Lost Birthday Girl
		�  Großstadterfahrungen in einem  

fiktiven Interview nachvollziehen

TIPPS UND IDEEN

35	 Lies mal wieder … einen Comic!

FÜR ZWISCHENDURCH

		  MATTIAS JAMES WEISS

36	 Activate and speak

RUND UM DIE WELT

		  DANIEL STOTZ 

38	 Exploring Europe’s languages on a bike

40	 IMPRESSUM

39 I 2017

8 Strategiekarten (DIN A6, beidseitig) 
Strategien, um das eigene Sprechen zu 
verbessern

1 Poster (DIN A1)
Wimmelbild:  
In the schoolyard

12 Situations- und Hilfskarten (DIN A6, beidseitig)
für das Sprachendorf

   

UNTERRICHT AKTUELL 

		  THERESA SUMMER

	28	 Speak with me! 
		  Mit einfachen Strategien kommunikative 
		  Kompetenzen fördern

	TESTS UND PRÜFUNGEN 

		  REGULA FUCHS & KARIN HALLER

32	� Eigenes Sprechen überprüfen  
und verbessern

Die digitalen Materialeinheiten zu den Beiträgen liegen 
im persönlichen Kundenbereich (Mein Benutzerkonto) 
und können von dort heruntergeladen werden: 
www.englisch-5-10.de
www.friedrich-verlag.de

Vocabulary and structuresHow can I improve my vocabulary 
and grammar?

  I try to visualize the situation and I look for more 
words and sentences that are related to the topic 

(e.g. with a mind-map).  I use my own words and my own structures in a 
model dialogue.  I use a dictionary or my vocabulary  booklet to 

look up words.  I revise speci�c grammar topics (such as asking 
questions, irregular verbs, etc.) that are import-
ant for a speci�c speaking task.

Fluency and interaction
How can I speak more �uently (2)?I learn three or more of these expressions by heart 

and I use them in my dialogue:
Phrases to introduce your opinion about so-
mething: 

  I think (that) … / In my opinion …
Phrases to agree / disagree  I agree, that‘s right, I think so, too / I don’t think 

so because … / In my opinion this is not true …
I don’t agree because … / Don‘t you think that …

Phrases to structure your argument
  Firstly, secondly … Yes, but … / I see, but …

Phrases to clarify meaning  Can you repeat that, please? / Can you say that 
again? / I’m sorry? Phrases that give you time to think

  Well …, let me think, you know, anyway, …

Fluency and interaction
How can I speak more �uently?  I practise my part of the dialogue several times, 

e.g. at home in front of a mirror, in my room, 
with a partner.  I use my voice, gestures and movements 

to underline what I want to say.  If I don’t know a word, I try to paraphrase or to 
use body language to describe its meaning.

  I learn and revise how to ask questions and how 
to respond to them (see card Fluency and inter-
action – How can I speak more �uently (2)).

Content and task
How can I create a good dialogue?  I check whether our dialogue suits the topic and 

the task.
  I check whether the dialogue is clear, logical 
and complete.  If our dialogue is too short, I try to think of more 

aspects that we could mention.  We put a funny / unexpected / very interesting / 
dramatic part in our dialogue.  I think of a real-life situation in which such a 

dialogue would take place and I try to perform it 

in this way.
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Inhalt und Aufgabe

Wie führe ich einen guten Dialog? 
• Ich überprüfe, ob unser Dialog alle Kriterien der Aufgabe erfüllt.
• Ich überprüfe, ob unser Dialog logisch aufgebaut und vollständig ist. 
• Falls unser Dialog sehr kurz ist, überlege ich mir weitere Aspekte, welche wir erwähnen könnten. • Wir bauen einen lustigen / überraschenden / interessanten / dramatischen Teil in unseren Dialog ein. 

• Ich stelle mir diese Situation im richtigen Leben vor und versuche, den Dialog entsprechend zu präsentieren.

Flüssigkeit und Interaktion
Wie spreche ich �üssiger (2)? 
Ich lerne drei oder mehr der folgenden Ausdrücke auswendig und integriere sie in meinen Dialog:
Um die eigene Meinung auszudrücken: • I think (that) … In my opinion …Um jemandem zuzustimmen / nicht zuzustimmen:

• I agree, that’s right, I think so, too / I don’t think so because … / In my opinion this is not true … I don’t agree because … / Don’t you think that …Um den eigenen Beitrag zu strukturieren:• Firstly, secondly … Yes, but … / I see, but …Um etwas zu klären:
• Can you repeat that, please? / Can you say that again? / I’m sorry? 
Um Zeit zum Nachdenken zu gewinnen:• Well …, let me think, you know, anyway, …

Vokabeln und Strukturen

Wie verbessere ich meinen Wortschatz und die Grammatik?
• Ich versuche, mir die Situation vorzustellen und suche weitere passende Wörter und Sätze zum Thema (z. B. mit einer Mindmap).• Ich integriere zusätzlich eigene Wörter und Sätze in einen vorgegebenen Dialog. • Ich benütze ein Wörterbuch oder mein Vokabel-heft, um Wörter nachzuschlagen. • Ich wiederhole spezi�sche Grammatikthemen (z. B. Fragen stellen, unregelmäßige Verben), welche wichtig für die jeweilige Aufgabe sind.

Flüssigkeit und Interaktion
Wie spreche ich �üssiger? 
• Ich übe meinen Teil des Dialoges mehrere Male, z. B. zu Hause vor dem Spiegel, in meinem Zimmer, mit einer Freundin / einem Freund. • Ich unterstütze, was ich sagen möchte mit mei-ner Stimme, Mimik und Gestik.• Wenn mir ein Wort nicht einfällt, versuche ich es zu umschreiben oder ich versuche, das Wort mit Mimik und Gestik auszudrücken.• Ich übe, wie man Fragen stellt und sie beant-wortet (Flüssigkeit und Interaktion – Wie spreche ich �üssiger (2)?).

LERNEN & ÜBEN

AUSZÜGE AUS DEM MATERIALPAKET ZUM THEMENHEFT ENTDECKEN

WEITERDENKEN
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